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Minutes of Meeting
14 July 2009
Date:

14 July 2009
Place:

Old Hickory Inn (Bar-B-Q), Missouri City, TX

Time:

1900 Hours

The regular meeting of the Marine Corps League, McLemore Detachment #324, was called to order by Commandant Charles Ynman.  16 members, 1 associate member, and 6 guests were present.
Charles asked each of the WWII Marines present to introduce themselves and give a brief overview of the experiences in the Corps.  The following WWII Marines were present:  Bob Curtis, Gene Goodwin, Tom Goss, George Myers, Roy Twombly and Ivan Hammands.  The following Marines were absent:  Jim Ellis, Alfred Fraser, Ray Wyatt, and Tom Schicker.
Guest Ivan Hammonds, member of the Galveston Detachment, asked for our color guard to present the colors at the 5th Mar Div Association convention on 26 September at the Marriott Hobby Inn – discussion ensued. 

Roberto Deleon has stepped down as Sr. Vice due to work commitments.  Charles opened the floor for nominations for Sr. Vice.  Bob Curtis nominated John Roskosky, Scott M. seconded.  Clyde Lemon moved to close, Frank C. seconded.  John R. nominated Bob Hiles to replace him as Jr. Vice.  Clyde L. seconded, George Myers moved to close, Clyde L. seconded. Charles called for a vote on both nominations, all voted in favor, none opposed.

Officer Reports:
Sr. Vice – absent.
Jr. Vice – John Roskosky – updated membership list – email John if you need a copy.  We signed up a new member at the 4 July event.  Discussion of setting up a short version of contact list on website.
Adjutant – Mike Mahady – Motion to approve minutes by Bob Curtis, George Meyers 2nd, all in favor, minutes approved.  
Paymaster – Ken Knobelock – reported balances

Judge Advocate – Al Kotrla – doing well. Charles indicated new bylaws were passed at convention – he will follow up with Al.
Chaplain – Frank Cisneroz – looking to get Fallen Marine program back up and running.
Color Guard – Scott Moseley – Marathon Oil flag presentation in November @ 0830.  Veteran’s Day parade in November – expecting a large crowd.
Webmaster – Dave Tucker – need to change over from current website to Marinesucess.com.  Young Marines have a web site – cost is $30/year, which the Detachment will cover.
Old Business:

· 4 July Rifle Squad – Bob Curtis, Scott Moseley, John Roskosky, and Charles Ynman participated at 4th of July ceremony @ Living Word Church of the Nazarene.  Josh Flynn is a member of this church and was present. We signed up a new member, David Ford, who is presently in Oxford, England – he is a mortician and works with funeral directors here in Houston.  He offered to help with the Fallen Marine program.  
· Flag Retirement Ceremony – Sunday, 14 June @ 1500 @ Sagemont Church – went well – sparse attendance and very hot.  

· 86th National MCL Convention – 1 Aug to 8 Aug in Rochester, Minnesota – discussion of delegate and voting.

· Clyde Lemon – discussed his current activities.

· Honorariums – Scott question these – we have received $150 from cemetery presentation on Katy Freeway – others may be coming.  

New Business:

· 1/23 Family Day – Mary Denton, associate member of Galveston Detachment, is planning a family day for 1/23 (H&S, Alpha Co) on 9 August at Reserve Center at Ellington Field.  She is looking for volunteers to set up, serve, cook and clean up.  Event is schedule for 1000 to 1600, with approximately 800 in attendance.  Call Mary at 713.443.6216 or Charles if you would like to volunteer.  
· Dept of Texas Fall Staff Meeting – 22 to 25 October at Hilton Garden Inn, 1749 Scott Boulevard, Temple, TX.  
· Certificate of Appreciation – we received a Certificate of Appreciation from the Cam Posey Scholarship Fund.  Also, the MCCC presented the Young Marines with a Certificate of Appreciation.

· Gun Show – 24 & 25 October – conflicts with staff meeting.

· Lcpl. Anderson Sign – the sign on the old reserve center looks terrible – discussion about funding a lift to remove the sign – Scott will determine costs and report at a future meeting (if nothing else, Al volunteered to climb on the roof).

Moment of silence, closing prayer; Sgt at Arms retired the colors.
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News and Notable





Henry Allingham – died Thursday, July 31 in Brighton, England.  He was the world’s oldest man, Britain’s oldest surviving WWI veteran, the oldest Royal Navy veteran, the last survivor of the Battle of Jutland, and a founding member of the Royal Air Force.





Captain Michael Scott Speicher, USN – the U.S military announced on Monday, August 3, that an Iraqi living in a remote desert expanse of Anbar province helped direct Marines to the downed pilot’s burial site.  Captain Speicher was shot down over western Iraq on 17 January 1991, and there has been a great deal of controversy about his status since that day.  The Pentagon has conducted numerous studies regarding his fate, and the DoD originally listed him as KIA, However, his status was switched to “missing/captured” in the fall of 2002.  He was identified through dental records and his remains have been returned home – funeral arrangements are pending.  








From the Commandant





Our last meeting was one of the best Detachment meetings that I have had the privilege of attending.  We had six of our ten known WW II Detachment members present.  Just to be in their company is such an honor, but to hear their stories, it only proves our love for them.  As they faced the Detachment and received our salute, I saw the broad shoulders of these Marines that our Country was built on.  I saw our Fathers.


These Marines are what others could only want to be. They went where others have feared to go, and did what others failed to do. They have seen the face of terror and lived times that others say were best forgotten, At least today they are able to say that they are proud of what they are.  A U.S. MARINE!


Our Detachment salutes all WW II Veterans, but especially the WW II McLemore members, who are the main root of our organization. 





Semper Fi


Charles G. Ynman Jr.


Commandant








Now Hear This





Tuesday, 11 August 2009 


is the date for the next regular meeting of the Marine Corps League,  McLemore Detachment #324.   





Place:  Old Hickory Inn (Bar-B-Q) in Missouri City


located in the Black Eyed Pea Center at 3334 Murphy Road (FM 1092)





Social/Dinner: 1800 Hours





Meeting:  1900 Hours





Second Battle of Adobe Walls – June 27, 1874





The Second Battle of Adobe Walls was fought on June 27, 1874 between Comanche forces and a group of twenty-eight U.S. bison hunters defending the settlement of Adobe Walls in what is now Hutchinson County, TX.  Adobe Walls was the name of a trading post in the Texas Panhandle, just north of the Canadian River. In 1845, an Adobe fort was built there to house the post, but it was blown up by the traders three years later after repeated Indian attacks. In 1864, the ruins were the site of one of the largest battles ever to take place on the Great Plains. Colonel Christopher “Kit” Carson led 300 volunteers from New Mexico against a force of thousands of Indians; the results of the battle were indecisive, though Carson was acclaimed as a hero for successfully striking a blow against the Indians and for leading his men out of the trap with minimal casualties. This is known as the First Battle of Adobe Walls.


The remaining free-ranging Southern Plains bands (Comanche, Cheyenne, Kiowa, and Arapaho) correctly perceived the post and the buffalo hunting as a major threat to their existence. That spring, the Indians held a sun dance. Comanche medicine man Isa-tai promised victory and immunity from bullets to warriors who took the fight to the enemy. At dawn on June 27, 1874, about seven hundred Indians under the leadership of Quanah Parker and Isa-tai attacked the post.


Despite being outnumbered, the hunters repelled the Comanche assault. After a four-day siege, reinforcements arrived and increased the garrison to about 100 men. The Comanche retired soon afterward.


The battle was highlighted on the second day by the legendary shot of William “Billy” Dixon, who killed an attacker on a faraway hill using a Sharps buffalo rifle. Controversy prevails over the exact range of the shot; a post-battle survey set the distance at fifteen hundred yards, while Baker and Harrison set it at about one thousand yards. Casualty reports vary, and are not known with any great accuracy, although most agree that less than 30 total deaths would be a close number.


At two in the morning on June 27, 1874, the ridgepole holding up the sod roof of the saloon broke with a loud crack. Everyone in the saloon and several other men from the 'town' immediately set to repair the damage. Thus most of the inhabitants were already wide awake and up and about when, at dawn, a combined force of Comanche, Cheyenne, and Kiowa warriors {estimated in excess of 700 strong and led by Comanche Chief Quanah Parker, son of a captured white woman, Cynthia Ann Parker} swept across the plains, intent on erasing the populace of Adobe Walls.


The initial attack almost carried the day; the Indians were in close enough to pound on the doors and windows of the buildings with their rifle butts. The fight was in such close quarters the hunters' long range rifles were useless. They were fighting with pistols and Henry and Winchester lever-action rifles in .44 rim fire. After the initial attack was repulsed, the hunters were able to keep the Indians at bay with their Sharps rifles.


A search following the initial battle turned up the bodies of 15 warriors killed so close to the buildings that their bodies could not be retrieved by their fellows. The Indians rode out of range and camped in the distance while deciding how to handle the situation, effectively laying siege to Adobe Walls.


The second day after the initial attack, fifteen warriors rode out on a bluff nearly a mile away to survey the situation. Some reports indicate they were taunting the Adobe Walls defenders but, at the distance involved, it seems unlikely. At the behest of one of the hunters, Billy Dixon, already renowned as a crack shot, took aim with a 'Big Fifty' Sharps (it was either a .50-70 or -90, probably the latter) he'd borrowed from Hanrahan, and cleanly dropped a warrior from atop his horse. This apparently so discouraged the Indians they decamped and gave up the fight. Two weeks later a team of US Army surveyors, under the command of Nelson A. Miles, measured the distance of the shot: 1,538 yards, or nine-tenths of a mile. For the rest of his life, Billy Dixon never claimed the shot was anything other than a lucky one; his memoirs do not devote even a full paragraph to 'the shot'. 


The result of Adobe Walls was a crushing spiritual defeat for the Indians, though it was seen as a military victory. It also prompted the U.S. military to take its final actions to crush the Indians once and for all. Within the year, the long war between whites and Indians in Texas would reach its conclusion.


In September, just three months after Adobe Walls, an army dispatch detail consisting of Billy Dixon, another scout (Amos Chapman), and four troopers from the 6th Cavalry were surrounded and besieged by a large combined band of Kiowa and Comanche. They holed up in a buffalo wallow and, with accurate rifle fire, held off the Indians for an entire day. An extremely cold rainstorm that night discouraged the Indians, and they broke off the fight; every man in the detail was wounded and one trooper killed. For this action Billy Dixon, along with the other survivors of 'The Buffalo Wallow Fight', were awarded the Medal of Honor.








Contact Info





	Detachment Website:			� HYPERLINK "http://www.geocities.com/mcl324" ��www.geocities.com/mcl324�


	Dept of Texas:				� HYPERLINK "http://www.mcltexas.org" ��www.mcltexas.org�


	MCL National:				� HYPERLINK "http://www.mcleague.com" ��www.mcleague.com�	


	Marine Corps Coordinating Council:	� HYPERLINK "http://www.houtxmcc.org" ��www.houtxmcc.org�
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