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Minutes of Meeting
13 January 2009
Date:

13 January 2009
Place:

Old Hickory Inn (Bar-B-Q), Missouri City, TX

Time:

1900 Hours

The regular meeting of the Marine Corps League, McLemore Detachment #324, was called to order by Commandant Charles Ynman.  15 members and 3 guests present.
Officer Reports:
· Sr. Vice Commandant – Charles Couch – no report.  
· Jr. Vice Commandant – Roberto Deleon – there are 23 at-large members in Houston area – we are contacting all to ask them to join McLemore Detachment.  Tony Montelongo presented flag flown in Iraq as door prize for next meeting (must be present at January and February meetings to be eligible).  

· Adjutant – minutes in last newsletter.  Scot Moseley motion to accept, Larry Chapman seconded, all in favor, minutes approved.     
· Paymaster – Ken Knobelock – reported balances.
· Judge Advocate – Al Kotrla – absent. 
· Chaplain – Paul Renfro – no members passed away since last meeting.  5 Eagle Scout presentations made; Certificates of Appreciation presented to Stultzbury Elementary and Paul’s Ice House for supporting troops. Update on Barney Welch.  
· Color Guard – Scott Moseley 

· Marathon Oil Presentation – went well, excellent participation.
· Veteran’s Day Parade – went well, Scott has video and PowerPoint.

· Webmaster – Dave Tucker – still collecting then and now photos.  
Old Business:

· Christmas Party – went very well, 62 people there, thanks to Dave for his hard work. 
New Business:

· Rifle & Flag Slings – Charles presented new ones – M-1’s have been shipped and should arrive soon.
· Election of Officers – Larry and Scott presented slate of proposed officers:
· Commandant – Charles Ynman
· Sr. Vice – Roberto DeLeon
· Jr. Vice – Tony Montelongo
· Judge Advocate – Al Kotrla
· Paymaster – Ken Knobelock
· Adjutant – Mike Mahady
· Sgt at Arms – Jose Rodriguez
· Scott moved to accept slate, Charles Couch seconded, all voted in favor – officer installation will be 10 February at next meeting.
· Ship Store/Quartermaster – Charles asked for a volunteer – discussion ensued. No one has volunteered – continue to seek candidate.  Also, Sgt Grit has offered free giveaways for our events. 
· Dept of Texas Spring Staff Conference – 26 – 28 March in The Woodlands – last conference was cancelled due to Hurricane Ike. 
· USS Houston Wreath Presentation – 7 March downtown @ 1400.  Scott Moseley has details.  
· Memorial Day – 25 May – McLemore will again participate with Color Guard and Wreath.  
· Installation of Officers – next meeting on 10 February.  
· Rose Program – roses are all gone. Larry Chapman made a motion to order 5 gross, Charles Couch seconded, all voted in favor.  Bob Gill opened a discussion of the use of the proceeds. Proceeds from the program are subject to restrictions on use. Charles Ynman will contact National and State to provide options to members for use of funds.
· McLemore Staff Meetings – Charles proposed to have occasional staff meetings for planning purposed – no objections were raised.
· HEB & IBC Bank – Paul discussed drive to raise money for Operation Interdependence (OI).  Also, seeking volunteers to assist in sorting collected items @ OI center – 24 January or 7 February are best dates for members – from 0900 to 1300. Contact Paul for details.

· Flag Burning – seeking to set up ceremony in Feb/March – fire department has a special burning unit – possibly 24 May.

· Poolee Event – 25 April – Scott will verify date and details for next meeting.

· 1st Mar Div Anniversary USS Texas – 7 Feb – Scott has details.

Closing prayer; Sgt at Arms retired the colors.
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Famous Marines





Gunnery Sergeant John Basilone, (November 4, 1916–February 19, 1945), received the Medal of Honor for his actions at the Battle of Guadalcanal during World War II.  He held off 3,000 Japanese troops at Guadalcanal after his 15-member unit was reduced to three men.  Basilone was killed in action on the first day the Battle of Iwo Jima, after which he was posthumously honored with the Navy Cross. He is the only enlisted Marine in World War II to have received the Medal of Honor, the Navy Cross, and a Purple Heart. 


Basilone was one of a family of ten children. Born in Buffalo, New York, on November 4, 1916, to Italian parents, he went to St. Bernard Parochial School in Raritan, New Jersey and enlisted in the United States Army at the age of 18. After completing his three-year enlistment in the Philippines, where he was a champion boxer, he came home and went to work as a truck driver in Reisterstown, Maryland.


  In July 1940, he enlisted in the Marine Corps in Baltimore, MD, believing that he could return to Manila quicker with the Marines than with the Army. Before going to the Solomon Islands he saw service at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, in addition to training at Quantico, MCRD Parris Island, and Camp Lejeune.  Gunnery Sergeant Basilone's buddies on Guadalcanal called him "Manila John" because he had served with the Army in the Philippines before enlisting in the Marine Corps.


On Guadalcanal, Basilone had a machine gun on the go for three days and nights without sleep, rest or food.  He was in a good emplacement, and caused the Japanese lots of trouble, not only firing his machine gun but also using his pistol. For his actions on Guadalcanal, Basilone was awarded the Medal of Honor. Rather than returning the States, he elected to remain with his men.


Basilone was serving with the 27th Marine Regiment, 5th Marine Division during the invasion of Iwo Jima. On Red Beach II, he and his platoon were pinned down by enemy gunfire. He single-handedly destroyed an enemy blockhouse, allowing his unit to capture an airfield. Minutes later he was killed by an enemy artillery round.


John Basilone is buried in Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia. His grave can be found in Section 12, Grave 384.








From the Commandant





Marines,





Our meeting on Tuesday February 10, 2009 will be a very special meeting, and not only because it is our installation of officers. We are honored to have a special guest, Cpl. Steven K Schulz and his Mother. Cpl. Schulz was hit by an IED, leaving him with a severe traumatic brain injury. I have attached small description of his recent life. Please review the attachment and if possible, write him an email, so that he will know that he has brothers all around him support him. 


 


During the recruitment effort of Gunny Robert Hiles, Robert brought Steven to my attention. I know all of us have a record of supporting our troops. This young Marine is right here and needs our support and guidance. McLemore will sponsor Steven's MCL membership for 2009. I am hoping to also recruit Robert, and am looking for volunteers to assist Steven with transportation to the meetings. 


 


Robert spoke to Steven's Mother and she shared with him that Steven enjoys Marine Corps books or magazines, preferably LARGE type font, because he is blind in one eye and has vision problems in the other. He also likes Automobile magazines and joke books.  She also mentioned that he appreciates phone calls, emails, cards, anything to help occupy his time, but most of all friends.


 	


I am at presently looking for two volunteers: one to be the Detachment armorer, supervising the new M1 rifles and one to supervise our Ship Store. 


 


 	The uniform for the installation will be red blazers, if you have one.  Feel free to call me if you have any questions about any of the above, and I hope all of you will make the effort to join us in our recognition of our new officers and guest.   





Semper Fi,


Charles





Now Hear This





Tuesday, 10 February 2009 


is the date for the next regular meeting of the Marine Corps League,  McLemore Detachment #324.   





Place:  Old Hickory Inn (Bar-B-Q) in Missouri City


located in the Black Eyed Pea Center at 3334 Murphy Road (FM 1092)





Social/Dinner: 1800 Hours





Meeting:  1900 Hours





Birkenhead Drill – February, 1852





HMS Birkenhead, was one of the first iron-hulled ships built for the Royal Navy. She was initially designed as a frigate, but was converted to a troopship before being commissioned.  The Birkenhead sailed from Simon’s Bay on 25 February 1852 for Algoa Bay with between 630� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_Birkenhead_(1845)" \l "cite_note-annual-8#cite_note-annual-8" \o "" �� and 643 men, women, and children aboard. In order to make the best possible speed, Captain Salmond decided to hug the South African coast, setting a course which was generally within 3 miles (4.8 km) of the shore.  Shortly before 02:00 on 26 February, when the ship was travelling at 8 knots, the leadsman made soundings of 12 fathoms (22 m). Before he could take another sounding, the Birkenhead struck an uncharted rock with 2 fathoms of water beneath her bows and 11 fathoms at her stern.  


Captain Salmond rushed on deck and ordered the anchor to be dropped, the quarter-boats to be lowered, and a turn astern to be given by the engines. However, as the ship backed off the rock, the sea rushed into the large hole made by the collision, and the ship struck again, buckling up the plates of the forward bilge and ripping open the bulkheads. Within a short time the forward compartments and the engine rooms were flooded, and over 100 soldiers were drowned in their berths.


The surviving soldiers mustered and awaited their officers' orders. Salmond ordered Colonel Seton to send men to the chain pumps and men were assigned to the tackles of the lifeboats, while the rest were assembled on the poop deck, in order to raise the forward part of the ship.  The women and children were placed in the ship's cutter which lay alongside. Two other boats were manned, but one was immediately swamped and the other could not be launched at all due to poor maintenance and paint on the winches, leaving only three boats available. The two large boats, with capacities of 150 men each, were not among them.


The surviving officers and men assembled on deck, where Lt. Col. Seton of the 74th Regiment of Foot took charge of all military personnel and stressed the necessity of maintaining order and discipline to his officers.  Almost everybody kept silent, indeed nothing was heard, but the kicking of the horses and the orders of Salmond, all given in a clear firm voice.


Ten minutes after the first impact, the engines still turning astern, the ship struck again beneath the engine room, tearing open her bottom. She instantly broke in two just aft of the mainmast. The funnel went over the side and the forepart of the ship sank at once. The stern section, now crowded with men, floated for a few minutes before sinking.  Just before she sank, Salmond called out that "all those who can swim jump overboard, and make for the boats". Colonel Seton, however, recognizing that rushing the lifeboats would risk swamping them and endangering the women and children, ordered the men to stand fast, and only three men made the attempt.


The soldiers did not move, even as the ship broke up barely twenty minutes after striking the rock. Some of the soldiers managed to swim the 2 miles (3.2 km) to shore over the next twelve hours, often hanging on to pieces of the wreck to stay afloat; however, most either drowned or were taken by sharks. 


The next morning the schooner Lioness discovered one of the cutters, and after saving the occupants of the second boat made her way to the scene of the disaster. Arriving in the afternoon, she found 40 people still clinging to the rigging. It was reported that of the 643 people aboard the Birkenhead, only 193 were saved.


This disaster started the protocol of “women and children first!", which became a standard evacuation procedure in maritime disasters, although the phrase itself was not coined until 1860. Similarly, "Birkenhead Drill" carried out by the soldiers became the epitome of courageous behavior in hopeless circumstances. In fact, that phrase appears in Rudyard Kipling’s 'tribute to the Royal Marines, "Soldier an' Sailor Too":


To take your chance in the thick of a rush, with firing all about,�Is nothing so bad when you've cover to 'and, an' leave an' likin' to shout;�But to stand an' be still to the Birken'ead drill is a damn tough bullet to chew,�An' they done it, the Jollies -- 'Er Majesty's Jollies -- soldier an' sailor too!�Their work was done when it 'adn't begun; they was younger nor me an' you;�Their choice it was plain between drownin' in 'eaps an' bein' mopped by the screw,�So they stood an' was still to the Birken'ead drill, soldier an' sailor too.


A number of soldiers were court martialled as a result of the accident, but no-one was found to be to blame. Captain Edward Wright of the 91st Argyllshire Regiment told the court martial:


The order and regularity that prevailed on board, from the moment the ship struck till she totally disappeared, far exceeded anything that I had thought could be affected by the best discipline; and it is the more to be wondered at seeing that most of the soldiers were but a short time in the service. Everyone did as he was directed and there was not a murmur or cry amongst them until the ship made her final plunge – all received their orders and carried them out as if they were embarking instead of going to the bottom – I never saw any embarkation conducted with so little noise or confusion.


Frederick William IV of Prussia recognized the bravery of the soldiers for what it was and he ordered an account of the incident to be read at the head of every regiment in his army, while Queen Victoria ordered the erection of an official Birkenhead monument at the Chelsea Royal Hospital.


	


























Contact Info





	Detachment Website:			� HYPERLINK "http://www.geocities.com/mcl324" ��www.geocities.com/mcl324�


	Dept of Texas:				� HYPERLINK "http://www.mcltexas.org" ��www.mcltexas.org�


	MCL National:				� HYPERLINK "http://www.mcleague.com" ��www.mcleague.com�	


	Marine Corps Coordinating Council:	� HYPERLINK "http://www.houtxmcc.org" ��www.houtxmcc.org�
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