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Minutes of Meeting’s
8 December 2009 and 12 January 2010
Date:

8 December 2009
Place:

Old Hickory Inn (Bar-B-Q), Missouri City, TX

Time:

1900 Hours

Officer Reports:
Sr. Vice – Jimmy Gonzales – elected in November.
Jr. Vice – Bob Hiles – absent.
Adjutant – Mike Mahady – absent.   
Paymaster – Ken Knobelock – absent.
Judge Advocate – Al Kotrla.
Chaplain – Tim Woods substituted.
Old Business:

· VA Cake Cutting – good meeting, great attendance – minutes were in January 2010 newsletter.  
· 8th Marine District Trophy Retirement – need to put together dates.
· Victor Harris Birthday Party – Victor is reaching is 90th birthday – party was at 1330 in December – went well.
New Business:

· 3rd Mar Div Raffle – 3rd Mar Div Association is raffling off a 7.62 pistol – tickets are $5/each.  

· 1/23 & Young Marines – T&T work party at Pasadena Fairgrounds on 12/12/09.

· Lone Star Flag – suggestion to add Lone Star Flag to our color guard – Al made motion not to add additional flag, George Meyers seconded, motion carried.  

· New Officer Nominations – listed in January 2010 newsletter.  
Moment of silence, closing prayer; Sgt at Arms retired the colors.
Date:

12 January 2010

Place:

Old Hickory Inn (Bar-B-Q), Missouri City, TX

Time:

1900 Hours

18 members, 1 associate member, and 5 guests present. Roll call of officers.  Captain Daniel Rodriguez (guest speaker) discussed Marine 4 Life program and his activities and involvement. Introductions of members and guests.

Officer Reports:
Sr. Vice – Jimmy Gonzales – working on membership drive (late February/early March) – possibly in conjunction with Marine Rose Program @ Wal-Mart.

Jr. Vice – Bob Hiles – keeping gear – Jimmy will take over color guard equipment. Roster matches National.

Adjutant – Mike Mahady – Jimmy motion to approve November minutes, Jose seconded, all in favor. December and January meeting minutes will be in February newsletter.

Paymaster – Ken Knobelock – reported balances.

Judge Advocate – Al Kotrla – discussion on signature on checking account – need 3 signatures on the account – Paymaster, Sr. Vice and Commandant.  State convention is in El Paso in June.

Chaplain – Frank Cisneroz – sick.

Webmaster – Bob Hiles – need photos for website – Dave has been very helpful.

Color Guard – Jimmy Gonzales – Presented colors at Census Office Grand Opening. Looking at cold weather tanker jackets.

Old Business:

· 8th Marine District Trophy Retirement – schedule for 4 May – Gayle will provide additional details.  

· Christmas Party – Served 55 people, possible expand next year to include 1st Mar Div. Net left over was $22.  Good turnout, good food, some Wounded Warriors were there, excellent event.

· Election of Officers – listed in January newsletter – Jose moved to approve slate, Mike M. seconded, all voted in favor. No additional nominations were made – members in favor of slate.

New Business:

· Golf shirts - available.

· 5th Mar Div – Ivan Hammonds spoke – seeking donations for base for a statute – will be located near new Marine Museum @ Quantico – need to raise $14,000 – make checks payable to “5th Mar Div Ad Hoc Committee”.

· 990N – Mike filed this – we are good with the IRS for another year.

· Bob Hiles – motion to present certificate to BBQ meeting place – Jimmy G seconded, all in favor, motion carried.

· State Convention – to be held in El Paso in June – see Dept of TX website.

· National Convention – to be held in Greensville, NC – see National website.

· MC Birthday @ VA – discussion of lack of patients – work with VA administration to get them behind ceremony and ensure word is out to patients.  Issues with privacy laws regarding patient’s status and service.

· Website funds – did we pass a motion to approve $160 for website? Review of last year’s newsletters indicates no such motion.  Bob has paid for 2 years and is seeking reimbursement for $263.04 (2 years of costs).  Jimmy G made motion to reimburse expenses, Gayle seconded, all in favor, motion carried.

· Dave – will email details on Marine 4 Life. Mentioned support opportunities for Marines running in Chevron Houston Marathon and military Olympics competition.

Moment of silence, closing prayer; Sgt at Arms retired the colors.
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Famous Marines 


Frederick Clinton Branch (May 31, 1922 – April 10, 2005) was the first African-American officer of the United States Marine Corps.


In June 1941, President Franklin D. Roosevelt opened the Marine Corps to African Americans through an executive order that prohibited racial discrimination by any government agency.  Previously, African Americans had been barred from Marine Corps service. While Branch was attending Temple University, he received a draft notice from the Army. When he reported for induction to Ft. Bragg, NC, in May 1943, he was chosen to become a Marine.  He underwent training in Montford Point, North Carolina along with other African-American Marines (who became known as "Montford Point Marines").


Branch applied for OCS, but was initially denied. While serving with a supply unit in the Pacific, his conduct earned him the recommendation of his commanding officer. He received his officer's training in the Navy V-12 program at Purdue and was commissioned as second lieutenant on November 10, 1945.


Following WWII, Branch left active duty for the Reserves. He was re-activated during the Korean War, serving at Camp Pendleton, California in command of an antiaircraft training platoon.  He was discharged from active duty in 1952, returning to the Reserves, reaching the rank of captain before leaving the Marine Corps in 1955.


In 1997, Branch was honored for his pioneering role in integration of the Corps — a training building in the Marine OCS in Quantico, Virginia is named in his honor. 


In 1995, on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of his commissioning, a US Senate resolution was passed honoring Branch.  On April 25, 2005, after his death, a U.S. Senate resolution 116 was sponsored by North Carolina's senators Dole and Burr “to commemorate the life, achievements, and contributions of Frederick C. Branch".


Captain Branch died 10 April 2005 and was buried on 20 April 2005 with full military honors at Quantico National Cemetery in Quantico, Virginia. His wife, Camilla, predeceased him on 11 May 1999 and was buried on 20 May 1999. Their grave location is Section 17, Grave 472.











From the Commandant





I have had the privilege of serving as your Commandant for the last two years and look forward to another year.  The February meeting gives us the opportunity to consider the responsibility we have as Detachment Officers. An officer does not take his oath of office alone; it requires that each of you take the oath with your elected officers, for without your support, we cannot exist. Like our service in the Marine Corps, we operate as a team.


 


I encourage each of you to come to our installation and show these new officers and appointees your support. I know I am so encouraged, when I see each of you at the meeting. It surely justifies all the efforts made by your officers.


 


Thank you for your support.


 


Semper Fi,





Charles G. Ynman Jr.


Commandant	





Now Hear This





Tuesday, 9 February 2010


is the date for the next regular meeting of the Marine Corps League,  McLemore Detachment #324.   





Place:  Old Hickory Inn (Bar-B-Q) in Missouri City


located in the Black Eyed Pea Center at 3334 Murphy Road (FM 1092)





Social/Dinner: 1800 Hours





Meeting:  1900 Hours











Contact Info





	Detachment Website:			� HYPERLINK "http://www.marinesuccess.com" ��www.marinesuccess.com�


	Dept of Texas:				� HYPERLINK "http://www.mcltexas.org" ��www.mcltexas.org�


	MCL National:				� HYPERLINK "http://www.mcleague.com" ��www.mcleague.com�	


	Marine Corps Coordinating Council:	� HYPERLINK "http://www.houtxmcc.org" ��www.houtxmcc.org�


	





	








PAGE  
3

