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Minutes of Meeting
 11 January 2011
Date:

 11 January 2011
Place:

Old Hickory Inn (Bar-B-Q), Missouri City, TX

Time:

1900 Hours

15 members, 2 associate member and 4 guests present. 
Officer Reports:
Sr. Vice – Jimmy Gonzales – absent.
Jr. Vice – Bob Hiles – absent.
Adjutant – Mike Mahady – minutes in January newsletter; Jose – motion, Tom – second, all in favor, minutes approved.
Paymaster – Ken Knobelock – reported balances.
Judge Advocate – Al Kotrla – no report.
Chaplain – Bob North – thanks for contributions to Christmas presents – 120 gifts delivered.  Charles Couch returns home, slow but steady recovery.  Working on Super Bowl party with Dom – email with details to follow.
Webmaster – Bob Hiles – absent.
Color Guard – Jimmy Gonzales – absent.
Young Marines – Jose Rodriguez – NASA Bay unit deactivated by National – may reform in future.
Old Business:

· Recruiting Cards – Charles has plenty – please hand these out.  
· Officer Nominations – Scott Moseley and Charles Ynman are committee – following are their recommendations:

· Commandant – Tom Sharp – Scott motion; Dave seconded, all in favor.
· Sr. Vice – Jose Rodriguez – Scott motion; Tom seconded, all in favor.
· Jr. Vice – Steve Welch – Scott motion; Jose seconded, all in favor.
· Paymaster – Ken Knobelock – Scott motion; Gayle seconded, all in favor.
· JAG – Scott M. – Jose motion; Dave seconded, all in favor.


Tom asked Mike M. to continue as Adjutant and Bob North to continue as Chaplain.  
· USMC Jeep M381A – points in file with Jeep – will defer further action/discussion until Tom Sharp takes over as Commandant. 
· 2010 Christmas Party – 18 December – Major Jason Borovies, CO of Houston Recruiting, was quest speaker. Went very well, small profit to Detachment and 3rd Mar Div.  MCCC paid for about 23 Wounded Warriors to attend.
· Irma Gill Memorial – tree s/b planted in early February – Scott will update.

New Business:

· Installation of Officers – 8 February – uniform is red blazers – please try to attend. We will present Detachment Marine of the Year award.

· Uniform Jackets – Tom will present next month.

· New Detachments – new MCL detachment in Beaumont is starting next month; Bryan/College Station is moving slowly.

· Eagle Scout Presentation – to Gayle’s grandson – details to come.

· Poole Field Meet – 26 March @ Ross Sterling High School, Baytown – typically runs from 0900 to 1500 – Dave will send details – we typically work w/ recruiters to serve the meal.
· Possible Marine Party – discussion of possible party for Marine orgs in Spring @ Churchill’s – Scott is looking into.

Scott – thanks to Charles for his service to the Detachment – all in agreement, round of applause.

Moment of silence, closing prayer; Sgt at Arms retired the colors.
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Force K





	Force K was a British Royal Navy task force during WWII.  It operated out of Malta and was responsible for intercepting convoys carrying supplies to the Italian and German forces in North Africa, including Erwin Rommel’s Afrika Korps.


	Force K was created on 21 October 1941 following Operation Sunflower, the German invasion of North Africa in the spring of 1941. Allied submarines and aircraft could not inflict significant damage to Axis convoys supplying their forces in Africa, so Winston Churchill established Force K. At its inception the Force consisted of two cruisers, Aurora and Penelope, and two L-class destroyers, Lance and Lively.  


	In November 1941, Force K successfully destroyed an entire Axis convoy, forcing the Italians to consider Tripoli ‘practically blockaded’. Soon after, Force K was reinforced by the arrival in Malta of Force B with two light cruisers, Ajax and Neptune, and two K-class destroyers. These were so effective that during November 1941 the Axis supply line suffered 60 percent losses. However on 19 December 1941 ships from both forces ran into a minefield while pursuing an Italian convoy. Damage from the mines sank one cruiser (Neptune) and damaged another (Aurora).  A destroyer (Kandahar) was also mined while attempting to assist the stricken Neptune. The damaged Kandahar was scuttled the next day by destroyer Jaguar.


	Following this, and with a resurgence of the aerial bombardment of Malta, surface ships were withdrawn from there. Only HMS Penelope remained, as she was too damaged to leave. Frequent air attacks while she remained in harbour earned her the nickname "HMS Pepperpot". She was eventually withdrawn, ending Force K's deployment, for the time being.


	In November, 1942, after the effective resupply convoys of Pedestal and Stoneage, Force K was reinstated. Cruisers HMS Dido and Euryalus and the 14th Destroyer Flotilla were detached from the Stoneage convoy and based at Malta.











From the Commandant


� Marines,





	I would like to take this opportunity to thank the members of the McLemore Detachment for placing their trust in me as the new Detachment Commandant.  I have some big shoes to fill.  Charles has done a superb job as commandant the last 3 years.  I am fortunate to have Charles, as well as a couple other former detachment commandants, still active in the detachment that I can go to for guidance.  I look forward to the year ahead.  With your continued support, the McLemore Detachment will continue to shine as one of finest detachments in the state of Texas as well as the nation.  Semper fidelis!





Tom Sharp


Commandant


Commandant’s Farewell


Marines,


	It has been a sincere pleasure to serve you as your Commandant over the past three years. We have stood at attention and marched together over many events. We made every attempt to leave our assignments in better condition than we found them. I thank you for allowing me the privilege  to be your Commandant and having the opportunity to know you and your families .  


 	The McLemore Detachment has a deep and rich history of helping our fellow Marines.  I know that our tradition will continue under the leadership of your future officers.  I will remain at your side and do whatever possible to promote the McLemore Detachment and the Marine Corps League.  All of you will be always in my prayers and request the blessings of God be with each of you, always.  


Charles G. Ynman Jr.


Outgoing Commandant








Now Hear This





Tuesday, 8 February 2011 is the date for the next regular meeting of the Marine Corps League, McLemore Detachment #324.   





Place:  Old Hickory Inn (BBQ) in Missouri City


Located in the Black Eyed Pea Center at 3334 Murphy Road (FM 1092)





Social/Dinner: 1800





Meeting: 1900








Battle of the Duisburg Convoy





	The Battle of the Duisburg Convoy was fought on the night of 8–9 November 1941 between an Italian convoy sailing to Libya with supplies for the Italian Army, civilian authorities in Libya, and the Afrika Corps and a British Naval squadron which intercepted it. The convoy was named "Beta" by the Italian naval authorities, but is now often referred to as "Duisburg Convoy" after the German steamer Duisburg which was the largest ship in the convoy. The Royal Navy’s Force K annihilated the Convoy sinking all the merchant ships and the destroyer Fulmine with no loss and almost no damage (Lively suffered some splinter damage). The Italian destroyer Libeccio was sunk the next day by British submarine HMS Upholder while picking up survivors.


	The Axis forces engaged in the war against the British in North Africa were supplied across the Mediterranean. The besieged island of Malta was a key British base in the Mediterranean from where the British were able to interdict Axis supplies to Libya. Allied aircraft and ships were sinking up to 60% of Axis shipping.


	The convoy included two German vessels, SS Duisburg (7,889 t) and SS San Marco (3,113 t) and three Italian - the MV Maria (6,339 t), SS Sagitta (5,153 t) and MV Rina Corrado (5,180 t). Between them, these cargo vessels were carrying 389 vehicles, 34,473 tons of munitions, fuel in barrels, and their associated crew and troops for the Italian and German forces in Libya. Carrying 17,281 tons of fuel, including gasoline for German aircraft, were the Conte di Misurata (7,599 t) and Minatitlan (5,014 t).  The convoy was protected by a close escort and a distant escort.


	The British discovered through ULTRA cryptography that the Axis were about to send a large convoy to Libya. The presence of the convoy was confirmed by a Martin Maryland on air reconnaissance from Malta which covered the use of ULTRA. Force K left Malta to intercept the convoy.


	At the same time, 12 Blenheim bombers from Malta were dispatched over Cape Spartivento to attack a smaller convoy of two merchantmen escorted by an Italian destroyer. One of the freighters was set ablaze, but the British lost two bombers to anti-aircraft fire. 


	The British navy had the advantage of radar which the Italians lacked. Having located the main convoy they took up position with the moon silhouetting the convoy. The British gunnery was directed by radar and they fired from no more than 5,500 yards.


	Grecale was hit with by Aurora’s first three salvos and was left dead in the water, with a fire aboard. The British destroyers opened fire on the convoy itself. Aurora then fired on Maestrale, which had already been hit by Penelope. Once the radio masts had been shot away, Captain Bisciani lost much of his ability to direct the convoy escort. Fulmine attacked the British force but was hit by both Lance and Penelope and as a result capsized and sank.


	The distant covering force, despite being only nine nautical miles away, did not interfere constructively due to confusion, firing some rounds ineffectively in the dark. Although they circled the convoy it coincided with the British movements such that the convoy remained between them. In the course of the battle the British closed with the convoy which took no evasive action and finished them off with guns and torpedoes.


	The convoy escort destroyers attempted to engage the British force while using smoke to cover themselves but caused no particular damage.  The British retired to Malta at high speed with ineffective pursuit by the covering force.  All told, Force K sank some 39,800 tons of Axis shipping.














Contact Info





	Detachment Website:			� HYPERLINK "http://www.marinesuccess.com" �www.marinesuccess.com�


	Dept of Texas:				� HYPERLINK "http://www.mcltexas.org" ��www.mcltexas.org�


	MCL National:				� HYPERLINK "http://www.mcleague.com" ��www.mcleague.com�	


	Marine Corps Coordinating Council:	� HYPERLINK "http://www.houtxmcc.org" ��www.houtxmcc.org�
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