The Straight Scoop

Volume 9, Issue 1

            

  www.marinesuccess.com


        January 2009
Marine Corps League, McLemore Detachment #324

Founded 1922, Houston, Texas

[image: image1.jpg]“Once a Marine
Always a Marine”



[image: image2.emf] 

 


	

	





� HYPERLINK "http://www.mcleague.com/mdp/index.php?MDPROSID=3780940d3a07df72a39241e3ecc48e77" \o "home" \t "_self" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.mcleague.com/mdp/themes/mcl/images/Header_Left_190.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����








�








Detachment Officers





Charles Ynman


Charles.ynman@prodisltd.com


Commandant





Charles Couch


couchhouse@sbcglobal.net


Sr. Vice Commandant





Roberto Deleon


Rdeleon315@comcast.net


Jr. Vice Commandant





Ken Knobelock


kknobelock@haysmcconn.com


Paymaster





Mike Mahady


mmahady@melton-melton.com


Adjutant





Al Kotrla


kotrla@sbcglobal.net


Judge Advocate





Paul Renfro


Prrtexas @sbcglobal.net


Chaplain





Jose Rodriguez


cplpunchrod@yahoo.com


Sgt/Arms





Larry Chapman


Past Commandant





Famous Marines


Presley Neville O’Bannon (1776 – 12 September 1850) was an officer in the United States Marine Corps, famous for his exploits in the First Barbary War. In recognition of his bravery, he received a sword for his role in restoring Prince Hamet Karamali to his throne at Tripoli. That sword became the model for the Mameluke Sword adopted in 1825 as the Marine officers' sword that is still part of the dress uniform today. 


Born in Fauquier County, Virginia, O'Bannon entered the Marine Corps January 18, 1801. As a First Lieutenant, he commanded a detachment of seven Marines in General William Eaton’s little force in the War with Tripoli. During the combined operations with the U.S. Navy, he led the successful attack in the Battle of Derna on April 27, 1805, giving the Marines’ Hymn its immortal “to the shores of Tripoli”. Although some sources maintain that at this battle Presley O'Bannon became the first man to raise the American flag over foreign soil, his superior William Eaton had done so a few months earlier while traveling on the Nile from Alexandria to Cairo. According to tradition, Hamet Karamali was so impressed with O'Bannon's bravery that, following the attack, he presented Lt. O'Bannon with his personal Mameluke Sword as a gesture of gratitude. Upon his return to the States, the state of Virginia presented him with a silver-hilted sword featuring an eagle head hilt and a curved blade modeled after the original Mameluke given him by Hamet. Its blade is inscribed with his name and a commemoration of the battle of Tripoli.


After resigning from the Marine Corps on March 6, 1807, O’Bannon moved to Logan County, Kentucky, where he built a home in Russellville. He served in the Kentucky State Legislature in 1812, 1817 and 1820-21, as well as in the Kentucky State Senate from 1824 to 1826. He died on September 12, 1850 in Franklin County, Kentucky. His remains were moved to the Frankfort Cemetery in 1919.


Perhaps due to the Marines' distinguished record during this campaign, including the capture of the Tripolitan city of Derna after a long and dangerous desert march, Commandant Archibald Henderson adopted the Mameluke Sword in 1825 for wear by Marine officers. After initial distribution in 1826, Mameluke swords have been worn except for the years 1859-75 (when Marine officers were required to wear Army M1850 foot officers' swords). Since that time, Mameluke swords have been worn by Marine officers in a continuing tradition to the present day.








From the Commandant





Happy New Year Marines!  I hope that you and your families had a wonderful Holiday Season.  It will be good to see all of you once again.  We have a great year ahead and hope we can not only have a good time, but also have the opportunity to do good for others, as we have always done.


Our first meeting of the year will be directed to electing our 2009 Officers and we need your attendance to choose our new leaders.  Our plan is to have the installation at our February meeting.


We ordered new white rifle and flag slings and I will present them to our Color Guard leader for the Color Guard to use in the future.  We have completed all the paper work for obtaining eight M-1 Garand rifles, and they should arrive any day now. We will select the best two of the lot and present them to the Color Guard for their use.


Tony Montelongo has donated to our Detachment a 3’ x 5’ American Flag, which was flown during his mission in Iraq.  Our plan is to give it away as a door prize for members which make both the January and February meetings.  We will give it away on the night of our Officer Installation.  I know anyone that wins this keepsake will treasure it. 


We will be working to open a Ship Store stocking Marine Corps League accessories.  These accessories will be available for your purchase at future meetings. We will also be taking orders for specific sized clothing for delivery at our next meeting. This would include shirts and dress blue trousers, etc.


Please bring a prospective member with you to our meeting. This year our Mission will be to double our meeting attendance.  We need each of you to help to accomplish this, and it will be the most important project any of you could be involved with.





 Charles





Now Hear This





Tuesday, 13 January 2009 


is the date for the next regular meeting of the Marine Corps League,  McLemore Detachment #324. We will be electing officers for the upcoming year!!! 





Place:  Old Hickory Inn (Bar-B-Q) in Missouri City


located in the Black Eyed Pea Center at 3334 Murphy Road (FM 1092)





Social/Dinner: 1800 Hours





Meeting:  1900 Hours














Contact Info





	Detachment Website:			� HYPERLINK "http://www.geocities.com/mcl324" ��www.geocities.com/mcl324�


	Dept of Texas:				� HYPERLINK "http://www.mcltexas.org" ��www.mcltexas.org�


	MCL National:				� HYPERLINK "http://www.mcleague.com" ��www.mcleague.com�	


	Marine Corps Coordinating Council:	� HYPERLINK "http://www.houtxmcc.org" ��www.houtxmcc.org�
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