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Minutes of Meeting
 14 December 2010
Date:

 14 December 2010
Place:

Old Hickory Inn (Bar-B-Q), Missouri City, TX

Time:

1900 Hours

14 members, 4 associate member and 1 guest present. 2 new members joined – Jae An and Jim Acker.
Charles noted that Pete Marqueze, long-time member of the Detachment, had passed away.
Officer Reports:
Sr. Vice – Jimmy Gonzales – absent – Charles delivered his report – 31 lap quilts delivered to VA hospital, 17 to Marines.
Jr. Vice – Bob Hiles – absent.
Adjutant – Mike Mahady – no official meeting in November, so no minutes.
Paymaster – Ken Knobelock – reported balances.
Judge Advocate – Al Kotrla – absent.
Chaplain – Bob North – Thank you from the Dom – vets went to Texans game.  Continuing to collect clothing.  Committed to fixing up 2 rooms 1)  First is TV room – paint has been donated and 2) large multi-use room – Mattress Mack has indicated he would be interested in furnishing (Scott is contact).
Webmaster – Bob Hiles – absent.
Color Guard – Jimmy Gonzales – absent – we are helping 1/23 with ceremonial rifles.
Young Marines – Jose Rodriguez – issues w/ staff, still need more kids.  Young Marines participated in several events – Toys for Tots, visited nursing home.
Old Business:

· Recruiting Cards – Charles has plenty – please hand these out.  
· Officer Nominations – Scott Moseley and Charles Ynman are committee – following are their recommendations:

· Commandant – Tom Sharp
· Sr. Vice – Jose Rodriguez

· Jr. Vice – Steve Welch

· Paymaster – Ken Knobelock

· JAG – Scott M. (nominated from floor)



No additional nominations were made – detachment will vote for officers at next meeting.
· USMC Jeep M381A – We will invite David Mundy, president of the Mundy Foundation, to the January meeting and present a certificate of appreciation.  Charles is assembling a file for the jeep of all correspondence, etc. related to its acquisition.  Mundy Foundation had the following suggestions:
· $10,000 donation was for the purchase of the M381A jeep.

· Donation is in memory of Cpl. Charles G. Ynman, Sr. – a brass plate indicating this has been added to the jeep

· Donation is to the Marine Corps League, and McLemore Detachment will be the Conservator

· McLemore will maintain and upkeep the Jeep in good working order.

· Jeep is not to be sold, but if McLemore Detachment is dissolved or can no longer maintain the Jeep, it will be given to the Dept of Texas.

· Put copies of discussions w/ Jeep folder.

· Formalize Jeep committee and have them report regularly to the Detachment.

· Changes to the above require majority vote of attending members at the meeting.
Discussion ensued – Mike M. motion to accept requirements; Gayle T. seconded; 7 in favor, 2 opposed – motion passed.

· Jeep committee – discussion of jeep maintenance and future usage – Mike M. motion for committee to develop guidelines related to operations and maintenance of jeep and report back to members at next meeting – Scott seconded, all in favor, motion passed.
· 235th Marine Corps Birthday Cake Cutting @ VA, Marathon Oil Flag Presentation, Veteran’s Day Parade, and Marine Corps Birthday Ball – all went well and were well attended.

· 2010 Christmas Party – set for 18 December – Major Jason Borovies, CO of Houston Recruiting , will be quest speaker.

· Irma Gill Memorial – plaque made, tree purchased – waiting for rain to plant – Scott will update  when completed.

New Business:

· VA Christmas – Bob North taking presents – motion by Tom S. to donate $100, Scott seconded, all in favor, motion approved.
· Crowder Funeral Home – Gayle – approx. 120 remembrances – very nice, very moving.

· USS Houston Remembrance Ceremony – 5 March – we have been invited to participate – Scott will update.
· Pete Marqueze Memorial – will be tomorrow, 15 December – please try to attend.

Moment of silence, closing prayer; Sgt at Arms retired the colors.
· 
Moment of silence, closing prayer; Sgt at Arms retired the colors.
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	Vernon Joseph Baker (December 17, 1919 – July 13, 2010) was a US Army officer who received the Medal of Honor for his actions in WWII. He was awarded the medal for his actions on April 5–6, 1945 near Viareggio, Italy, when he and his platoon killed 26 enemy soldiers and destroyed six machine gun nests, two observer posts and four dugouts. He was the only living black World War II veteran of the seven belatedly awarded the Medal of Honor when it was bestowed upon him by President Bill Clinton in 1997.


	Baker graduated from high school in his grandfather's hometown of Clarinda, Iowa. He then worked as a railroad porter, a job he despised, until his grandfather's death from cancer in 1939. A series of menial jobs followed until his enlistment in the U.S. Army in mid-1941. At his first attempt to enlist, in April 1941, he was turned away, the recruiter stating "We don't have any quotas for you people." He tried again weeks later with a different recruiter and was accepted; he requested to become a quartermaster but was instead assigned to the infantry. 


	Baker entered the Army on June 26, 1941, six months prior to the U.S. entry into World War II. He went through training at Camp Wolters, TX, and after completing OCS was commission as a second lieutenant on January 11, 1943.


	In June 1944, Baker was sent to Italy with the all-black 92nd Infantry Division. He was wounded in the arm in October of that year, hospitalized near Pisa, and in December rejoined his unit in reserve along the Gothic Line. In early spring, 1945, his unit was pulled from the reserves and placed in active combat. On the morning of April 5, he participated in an attack on the German stronghold of Castle Aghinolfi. During the assault, Baker led his heavy weapons platoon through German defenses to within sight of the castle, personally destroying three machine gun nests, two observation posts, two bunkers, and a network of German telephone lines along the way. After the end of the war, Baker remained in Europe with the Allied occupation forces until 1947. He later joined the Army Airborne and left the military in 1968 as a first lieutenant.


	In 1993, a study commissioned by the U.S. Army described systematic racial discrimination in the criteria for awarding medals during World War II. At the time, no Medals of Honor had been awarded to black soldiers who served in World War II. After an exhaustive review of files, the study recommended that several black Distinguished Service Cross recipients have their awards upgraded to the Medal of Honor. On January 13, 1997, President Bill Clinton awarded the medal to seven African American World War II veterans; Baker was the only recipient still living at the time.





Baker's official Medal of Honor citation reads:


For extraordinary heroism in action on 5 and 6 April 1945, near Viareggio, Italy. Then Second Lieutenant Baker demonstrated outstanding courage and leadership in destroying enemy 	installations, personnel and equipment during his company's attack against a strongly entrenched enemy in mountainous terrain. When his company was stopped by the 	concentration of fire from several machine gun emplacements, he crawled to one position 	and destroyed it, killing three 	Germans. Continuing forward, he attacked an enemy observation post and killed two occupants. With the aid of one of his men, Lieutenant Baker attacked two more machine gun nests, killing or wounding the four enemy 	soldiers occupying these positions. He then covered the evacuation of the wounded personnel of his company by occupying an exposed position and drawing the 	enemy's fire. On the following night Lieutenant Baker voluntarily led a battalion advance through enemy mine fields and heavy fire toward the division objective. Second Lieutenant Baker's 	fighting spirit and daring leadership were an inspiration to his men and exemplify the highest traditions of the Armed Forces.





	Baker died at his St. Maries, Idaho, home on July 13, 2010 after a long battle with cancer. He had been near-death due to brain cancer in 2004 but had recovered. His funeral at Arlington National Cemetery on September 24, 2010, was attended by three other Medal of Honor recipients, and his family, for whom funds to travel to the service were raised by their local community.











From the Commandant


� Marines,


1.      McLemore Detachment Monthly Member’s Meeting. Our January meeting is one of our most important meetings of the year.  We will have election of our officers for 2011.  This is your opportunity select your next leaders.   Scott Moseley and Charles Ynman are your nomination committee and welcome your input.  At present we have the following nominees, which have agreed to serve if elected. Tom Sharp, Commandant. Jose Rodriguez, Sr Vice. Steve Welch, Jr Vice. Paymaster, Ken Knobelock, Paymaster. Scott Moseley Judge Advocate.  All other positions are appointed positions by the new Commandant.  The installation of the new officers will be at our February meeting.


2.       Tom Sharp will also bring samples of military jackets which we will review and see which one would be the most acceptable for our undress blues. If you own a set of undress blues your opinion will be appreciated.  


3.      Charles Couch has just returned home from the hospital but is still on Sick Bay and is recovering slowly but steady.  We all hope he gets well soon.


4.      We extend our sincere condolences to our associate member Linda North, wife of our Chaplain, Bob North. Her Mother passed away last week


Semper Fi,


Charles Ynman


Commandant








Now Hear This





Tuesday, 11 January 2011 is the date for the next regular meeting of the Marine Corps League, McLemore Detachment #324.   





Place:  Old Hickory Inn (BBQ) in Missouri City


Located in the Black Eyed Pea Center at 3334 Murphy Road (FM 1092)





Social/Dinner: 1800





Meeting: 1900





John Henry Quick (June 20, 1870 – September 9, 1922) was a United States Marine who received the Medal of Honor for his actions at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba in 1898 during the Spanish-American War. He also won the Distinguished Service Cross and the Navy Cross during WWI.  Throughout his 26 year career as a Marine, Quick participating in every campaign the Marines were involved in during his enlistment and he was the holder of several awards for valor. Campaigns he participated in include The West Indies Campaign, The Spanish-American War, the Philippine-American War, Cuban Campaign, Battle of Vera Cruz, and World War I.


	Quick was born June 20, 1870 in Charles Town, West Virginia.  He enlisted in the Marines on August 10, 1892 from Philadelphia, PA. He received the Medal of Honor "for gallantry in action" in signaling the gunfire support vessel Dolphin while exposed to heavy enemy fire at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba on June 14, 1898.


	During the morning of June 14, 1898, Companies "C" and "D" of Lt. Col Robert W. Huntington's Marine Battalion and approximately fifty Cubans moved through the hills to seize Cuzco Well, the main water supply for the Spanish garrison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. The USS Dolphin moved east along the shore ready to furnish naval gunfire support upon call. The Spanish soon discovered the movement and their main body near the Well was alerted. The Marines and Cubans occupied the hill which overlooked the enemy's position, but were immediately subjected to heavy long-range rifle fire. Captain George F. Elliott (later Commandant of the Marine Corps), who had succeeded to command of the Marine Detachment, signaled the Dolphin to shell the Spanish position; but because the sender was not clearly visible, the message was misinterpreted, and the vessel began dropping shells on a small detachment of Marines who were enroute to join the fight. The problem of directing the fire of the USS Dolphin was solved by Sergeant Quick who heroically placed himself in plain sight of the vessel, but in danger of falling shells as well as a brisk enemy fire, and signaled for the bombardment to be stopped. War correspondent and author Stephen Crane, who was with the Marines there, later described the scene in his war tale "Marines Signaling Under Fire at Guantanamo":


	"Sergeant Quick arose, and announced that he was a signalman. He produced from somewhere a 	blue 	polka-dot neckerchief as large as a quilt. He tied it on a long, crooked stick. Then he went to the top of 	the ridge, and turning his back to the Spanish fire, began to signal to the Dolphin. Again we gave a 	man 	sole possession of a particular part of the ridge. We didn't want it. He could have it and welcome. If the 	young sergeant had had the smallpox, the cholera, and the yellow fever, we could not have slid out 	with 	more celerity.


	As men have said often, it seemed as if there was in this war a God of Battles who held His mighty hand 	before the Americans. As I looked at Sergeant Quick wig-wagging there 	against the sky, I would not have 	given a tin tobacco-tag for his life. Escape for him seemed impossible. It seemed absurd to hope that he 	would not be hit; I only hoped that he would be hit just a little, in the arm, the shoulder, or the leg.


	I watched his face, and it was as grave and serene as that of a man writing in his own library. He was 	the very embodiment of tranquility in occupation. He stood there amid 	the animal-like babble of the 	Cubans, the crack of rifles, and the whistling snarl of the bullets, and wig-wagged whatever he had to 	wig-wag without heeding anything but his business. There was not a single trace of nervousness or 	haste.


	To say the least, a fight at close range is absorbing as a spectacle. No man wants to take his eyes from it 	until that time comes when he makes up his mind to run away. To deliberately stand up and turn your 	back to a battle is in itself hard work. To deliberately 	stand up and turn your back to a battle and hear 	immediate evidences of the boundless enthusiasm with which a large company of the enemy shoot at you 	from an adjacent 	thicket is, to my mind at least, a very great feat. One need not dwell upon the detail of 	keeping the mind carefully upon a slow spelling of an important code message.


	I saw Quick betray only one sign of emotion. As he swung his clumsy flag to and fro, an end of it once 	caught on a cactus pillar, and he looked sharply over his shoulder to see what had it. He gave the flag an 	impatient jerk. He looked annoyed." 


	When Sergeant Quick finished this message, the ship answered. Quick then picked up his rifle and resumed his place on the firing line. The Dolphin shifted her fire and by 2:00 p.m. the Spaniards had begun to retreat. 


	During the Philippine-American War, he served as a Gunnery Sergeant in the Samaran campaign. He also participated in a battle at the Sohoton Cliffs, where he played a decisive role laying down covering fire for the advancing Marines with and in Waller’s March across Samar. 


	Quick served on expeditionary duty in Mexico.  During the Veracruz Campaign of 1914, Quick was again cited for valor during the assault of that city, for which the Secretary of the Navy commendation says of his performance:  He was continually exposed to fire during the first two days of the operation and showed coolness, bravery, and judgment in the prompt manner in which he performed his duties.


	When the US entered World War I in 1917, Quick sailed for France as the Battalion Sergeant Major of a battalion of the 6th Regiment.  The Battle of Belleau Wood was the opening battle of the War for him and he was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross and the Navy Cross for assisting in the delivery of ammunition over a road swept by enemy artillery and machine gun fire.  He was further awarded the 2d Division Citation, and his regiment was awarded the French forragere of the croix de guerre.  In addition to Belleau Wood he participated in every battle that was fought by the Marines in France, including the Toulon Sector at Verdun, the Aisne-Marne Offensive, the St. Mihiel Offensive, the Battle of Blanc Mont Ridge, and the Meuse-Argonne Offensive.


	He retired November 20, 1918 and after requesting to come back, was recalled from July 26, 1920 – September 15, 1920.  He died in St. Louis, Missouri on September 9, 1922 at the age of 52 and is buried in Memorial Park Cemetery in Jennings, Missouri.


	


	





	








Contact Info





	Detachment Website:			� HYPERLINK "http://www.marinesuccess.com" �www.marinesuccess.com�


	Dept of Texas:				� HYPERLINK "http://www.mcltexas.org" ��www.mcltexas.org�


	MCL National:				� HYPERLINK "http://www.mcleague.com" ��www.mcleague.com�	


	Marine Corps Coordinating Council:	� HYPERLINK "http://www.houtxmcc.org" ��www.houtxmcc.org�
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