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Minutes of Meeting
12 May 2009
Date:

12 May 2009
Place:

Old Hickory Inn (Bar-B-Q), Missouri City, TX

Time:

1900 Hours

The regular meeting of the Marine Corps League, McLemore Detachment #324, was called to order by Commandant Charles Ynman.  12 members and 2 guests present.
Charles indicated Nita Couch had surgery and asked for prayers for her speedy recovery.
Officer Reports:
Sr. Vice – Roberto DeLeon – absent due to knee surgery.
Jr. Vice – Tony Montelongo – absent – out of town. 

Adjutant – Mike Mahady – Motion to approve minutes by Scott, Bob Hiles 2nd, all in favor, minutes approved.  Mike indicated 990-N postcard had been filed with IRS and copies sent to State & National.
Paymaster – Ken Knobelock – reported balances

Judge Advocate – Al Kotrla – absent – Al fell off of his roof and will be absent for the next few months – pray for his speedy recovery.
Chaplain’s Report – 

Color Guard – Scott Moseley – on for Memorial Day – need 2 people to present wreath.  Looking for new members.  

Old Business:

· HISD Drill Competition – Reagan High School won (again).  McLemore presented two trophies – a 1st place, non-rotating trophy; the previous 50 year old McLemore trophy was retired – good ceremony.    
· Memorial Day @ Forest Park Cemetery – 16 May @ 0930 – Reagan High will provide Color Guard, McLemore will provide rifle salute.  Must @ 0900 – uniform is red blazers. Rifle team muster @ 0830 – dress blue trousers, short sleeve shirts.

· Memorial Day VA National Cemetery – 25 May – color guard and detachment – uniform of the day is red blazers – muster @ 0800 – ceremony starts at 0930. Color guard muster @ 0730 – dress blue trousers, short sleeve shirts.
· 8th Marine District Trophy – retirement scheduled for 5 May in Brownsville – cancelled due to swine flu.
· Poolee Day – 11 April at Ross Sterling High from 0700 to 1600 – went very well, lots of people.
· Dept of Texas Convention – 4 – 6 June Radisson Hotel DFW South – go to Dept of Texas website for details.  
· Flag Retirement Ceremony – Sunday, 14 June @ 1500 @ Sagemont Church – we will burn one cotton flag – looking to publicize event – meet for rehearsal on 6 or 7 June @ 1500 – Scott will set up rehearsal.  Permit has been taken care of.  

· 6th Annual Veteran’s Day Picnic –Saturday, 9 May from 1100 to 1730 at George Bush Park – went very well, good attendance.  Young Marines had about 20 there, excellent program.
· Lcpl Anderson MoH Presentation – well attended – Scott’s wife is Lcpl Anderson’s cousin.  Army had a MoH citation as well – a display case will be set up in the lobby.

New Business:

· Golf Shirts – Charles is ordering new ones – cost is $25/each.  
· Armed Forces Ball – 16 May @ Hyatt Regency – cost is $50/person – contact Scott for details.

· Salute to Heroes – 25 May South Shore Harbor – Crystal Ballroom. Robert Hiles has additional info – formal dress, tickets are $25/each.
Moment of silence, closing prayer; Sgt at Arms retired the colors.
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From the Memorial of Anzac Cove, commemorating the loss of thousands of Turkish and Anzac soldiers in Gallipoli.








Those heroes that shed their blood and lost their lives… you are now lying in the soil of a friendly country. Therefore rest in peace. There is no difference between the Johnnies and the Mehmets where they lie side by side here in this country of ours… You the mothers who sent their sons from far away countries, wipe away your tears. Your sons are now lying in our bosom and are in peace. Having lost their lives on this land they have become our sons as well.


—Atatürk 1934











Epigram of Simonides commemorating the Battle of Thermopylae





Go tell the Spartans, thou who passest by,


That here, obedient to their laws, we lie.





The Battle of Thermopylae


Persian:	Our arrows are so numerous as to block out the sun.


Dienekes:	So much the better…then we shall fight our battle in the shade.


Persian:	Surrender your arms.


Leonidas:	Come and get them.











From the Commandant





Over the last few days we have been involved with some Memorial Day ceremonies to honor our fellow Veterans. These men and women gave their lives so that all Americans could live in peace. The symbol which all Veterans have stood for and defended is the Flag of the United States of America. Most of us carried a flag in our pack to plant any and every place we occupied.  Every time I see our Flag the same electricity bolts through me, as has all my life.  


It reminds me of all my Marine friends and my Father, who would stand up, when our Flag passed by.  As part of the color guard this Memorial Day, my mind would sometimes drift, but without fail, I could feel our Flag give me a sharp slap with the help of the wind, to remind me that after we made it through whatever war we were involved with, everyday is a borrowed day on our lives. It is a gift and no matter what happens, a bad day or a good day; every day is an extra day.  The next time you communicate with your fellow Marines, tell him how much you care for them and thank them for their service.





Semper Fi


Charles G. Ynman Jr.


Commandant


McLemore Detachment #324








Now Hear This





Tuesday, 9 June 2009 


is the date for the next regular meeting of the Marine Corps League,  McLemore Detachment #324.   





Place:  Old Hickory Inn (Bar-B-Q) in Missouri City


located in the Black Eyed Pea Center at 3334 Murphy Road (FM 1092)





Social/Dinner: 1800 Hours





Meeting:  1900 Hours





The Thin Red Line – Battle of Balaclava, 1854


The Thin Red Line was a famous military action by the British Army’s red-coated 93rd (Highland) Regiment at the Battle of Balaclava on October 25, 1854, during the Crimean War. In this incident the 93rd aided by a small force of Royal Marines and some Turkish infantrymen, led by Sir Colin Campbell, routed a Russian cavalry charge. 


The Russian cavalry force of 2,500 rode down the road to Balaklava.  It was early morning and the sole force that lay between the oncoming cavalry and the disorganized and vulnerable British camp was the 93rd Regiment.


Campbell is said to have told his men, "There is no retreat from here, men. You must die where you stand."  Sir Colin's aide John Scott is said to have replied, "Aye, Sir Colin. If needs be, we'll do that." (Campbell's relationship with his men was almost family-like.) Campbell formed the 93rd into a line two deep — the "thin red line". Convention dictated that the line should be four deep, however Campbell, a grizzled veteran of 41 years military service, had such a low opinion of the Russian cavalry that he did not bother to form four lines, let alone a square, but met the charge head on with the 2-deep firing line.  Contrary to popular belief, the 93rd discharged three volleys, at 800, 500 and 350 yards, and not one at point-blank (as at Minden in 1759). However, despite the casualties inflicted, the Hussars and Cossacks would undoubtedly have overrun the British line; it was good fortune that saved them, as the Russian commander, seeing so thin a line of British infantry, concluded that this was a diversion and that there was a much stronger force behind the 93rd, and ordered the cavalry to withdraw.  At that, some of the Highlanders started forward for a counter-charge, but Sir Colin stopped them with a cry of "93rd, damn all that eagerness!”.


The Times correspondent, William H. Russell, wrote that he could see nothing between the charging Russians and the British base of operations at Balaclava but the "thin red streak tipped with a line of steel" of the 93rd popularly condensed into "the thin red line"; the phrase became a symbol for British sangfroid in battle.


The battle is represented in Robert Gibb’s 1881 painting of the same name, which is housed at the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders regimental museum at Stirling Castle, in Stirling, Scotland. It is also commemorated in the assembly hall of Campbell's former school Glasgow High School, where there is a painting of the action hung in the grand position, a tribute to one of the school's two generals, the other being Sir John Moore who was dismembered by a cannonball during the Peninsular War.


The term "the thin red line" later referred to the British Army and their job to defend the Empire and the UK. Rubyard Kipling wrote the poem Tommy that has the lines "Then it's Tommy this, an' Tommy that, an' Tommy, 'ow's yer soul? / But it's "Thin red line of 'eroes" when the drums begin to roll," – Tommy Atkins being slang for a common soldier in the British Army.




















Contact Info





	Detachment Website:			� HYPERLINK "http://www.geocities.com/mcl324" ��www.geocities.com/mcl324�


	Dept of Texas:				� HYPERLINK "http://www.mcltexas.org" ��www.mcltexas.org�


	MCL National:				� HYPERLINK "http://www.mcleague.com" ��www.mcleague.com�	


	Marine Corps Coordinating Council:	� HYPERLINK "http://www.houtxmcc.org" ��www.houtxmcc.org�
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