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Minutes of Meeting
10 February 2009
Date:

10 February 2009
Place:

Old Hickory Inn (Bar-B-Q), Missouri City, TX

Time:

1900 Hours

The regular meeting of the Marine Corps League, McLemore Detachment #324, was called to order by Commandant Charles Ynman.  15 members, 1 associate member, and 8 guests present.
2 new members joined – Robert Hiles, a retired Gunny, who has volunteered to be the armorer, and Steven Schulz, 2 tours in Iraq, hit by an IED on 19 April 2005. 

1 renewal – Jesse Mendiola

Introductions were followed by Installation of Officers – Al Kotrla served as Installing Officer.

Officer Reports: omitted due to officer installation.
Larry made a motion to accept previous minutes, Bob Gill seconded, all in favor, minutes approved.

Ken Knobelock and Bob Curtis were presented with Certificates of Appreciation for their service to the Detachment.
Old Business:

· Flag Presentation – Jose won the drawing for the flag flown over the Green Zone in Iraq

· Additional Flag Presentation – Robert Hiles has a flag flown over the Capital while Ronald Regan was president – offered as a future door prize. Also, he has a Smokey Bear signed by R. Lee Emery.

· Spring Staff Meeting – register on TX Department website.

· Flag Burning Ceremony – 24 May @ 1500 – Sagemont Baptist Church – Scott will head ceremony.

· Memorial Day – 25 May – color guard and wreath presentation VA National Cemetery.

· USS Houston – 7 March – wreath presentation @ USS Houston monument – 1300 – 1400 downtown @ Tinsley Park – email Scott if you can attend.

· Rifles – M-1’s have been received. Scott has chosen two best for color guard. 1250 blank rounds are also being shipped.

· Valley Trophy – Bob and Charles will have plaque updated – 5 May presentation – leave on 4 May and return on 6 May – Brownsville, TX @ Base High School. 
New Business:

· Rifles – Robert Hiles is new armorer  - he will set up spreadsheet to track who has rifles; willing to help with ceremonies as needed.
· 5th Annual Veteran’s Picnic – set for 9 May from 1100 to 1830 - $10/ticket – MCCC is sponsor (open to all services rather than just Marines as in the past)

· Eagle Scout Program – 7 certificates issues in last month – 8 more scheduled on 27 Feb in the Woodlands; 1 on 21 February – Paul needs assistance in presenting.  
· Family in Distress – District 6 Vice Commandant’s house heavily damaged by fire – discussion ensued.  Al made a motion to donate $400 from Marine Rose Funds, Scott seconded, all in favor, motion approved.   
· Poolee Day – 11 April Ross Sterling High School from 0700 to 1600

· HMAC Ball – 16 May Hyatt Downtown – MCCC has tickets, which are $50/each

· Houston ROTC – 7 March at Chavez High School.  More than just HISD schools will participate – drill competition is Saturday, I&I staff and recruiters are interested in judging. No mass presentation of trophies – they will be passed out at a later date.  Discussion ensued. Bob Gill noted our trophy is for HISD schools. Proposed to retire HISD trophy and start a new one.

· Chaplains in Iraq – Robert Hiles is involved in providing supplies to chaplains in Iraq – email him if you would like to support.

· Scholarship – South Shore Harbor has started a scholarship foundation to honor Ray Hutchinson (Army KIA in Iraq) – 1st event is coming up – details to follow.

· VA Cemetery Council Dues – already budgeted – Ken will write check.

· Reserve Center – dedicated to Lcpl. Anderson – MoH recipient. Army has taken over – look to rededicate a portion of the center to Lclp Anderson.

Read names of KIA in Iraq/Afghanistan, moment of silence, closing prayer; Sgt at Arms retired the colors.
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Luke AFB is west of Phoenix and is rapidly being surrounded by civilization that complains about the noise from the base and its planes, forgetting that it was there long before they were.   Apparently, an individual who lives somewhere near Luke AFB wrote the local paper complaining about a group of F-16s that disturbed his/her day at the mall. ��The complaint: ��'Question of the day for Luke Air Force Base: ��Whom do we thank for the morning air show? Last Wednesday, at precisely 9:11 AM, a tight formation of four F-16 jets made a low  pass over Arrowhead Mall, continuing west over Bell Road at approximately 500 feet. Imagine our good fortune!  Do the Tom Cruise-wannabes feel we need this wake-up call, or were they trying to impress the cashiers at Mervyn’s early bird special? ��Any response would be appreciated. ��The response: ��Regarding 'A wake-up call from Luke's jets' On June 15, at precisely 9:12 a.m., a perfectly timed four- ship fly by of F-16s from the 63rd Fighter Squadron at Luke Air Force Base flew over the grave of Capt. Jeremy Fresques. Capt Fresques was an Air Force officer who was previously stationed at Luke Air Force Base and was killed in Iraq on May 30, Memorial Day. ��At 9 a. m. on June 15, his family and friends gathered at Sunland Memorial Park in Sun City to mourn the loss of a husband, son and friend. Based on the letter writer's recount of the fly by, and because of the jet noise, I'm sure you didn't hear the 21-gun salute, the playing of taps, or my words to the widow and parents of Capt. Fresques as I gave them their son's flag on behalf of the President of the United States and all those veterans and servicemen and women who understand the sacrifices they have endured. ��A four-ship fly by is a display of respect the Air Force gives to those who give their lives in defense of freedom. We are professional aviators and take our jobs seriously, and on June 15 what the letter writer witnessed was four officers lining up to pay their ultimate respects. ��The letter writer asks, 'Whom do we thank for the morning air show? The 56th Fighter Wing will make the call for you, and forward your thanks to the widow and parents of Capt Fresques, and thank them for you, for it was in their honor that my pilots flew the most honorable  formation of their lives. ��Only 2 defining forces have ever offered to die for you....Jesus Christ and the American Soldier. �One died for your soul, the other for your freedom. ��Lt. Col. Grant L. Rosensteel, Jr. ��USAF





From the Commandant





The Marine Corps League was founded in 1923. An act of congress chartered the League August 4, 1937. Its membership of over 70,000 is comprised of honorably discharged, active duty and reserve Marines, as well as Navy Corpsmen, who served with Marine Units.  League Members have served our country faithfully and continue to have a strong sense of civic duty.





Marines have mottos such as: “God, Country, Corps”, “Honor, Courage, Commitment”, “Whatever it takes”, “Improvise, adapt, overcome”, ‘Complete the mission’.  It is ingrained in us, during Basic Training “To do the right thing even when no one is looking”. 





These same values are synonymous with the qualities and attributes of the Eagle Scout program.  Recently our Detachment has been involved in presenting “Good Citizens Award” certificates, to Scouts that have achieved the rank of Eagle Scout. Some of you have had the pleasure of actually meeting these fine young men and their parents. If you have not, I encourage you to take the first opportunity to do so.





When Boy Scouts receive the coveted rank of Eagle Scout, they achieve goals similar to the Marine Corps very reason for success.   The Marine Corps is no stranger to the attributes of Eagle Scouts and what they can accomplish. Many Eagle Scouts have joined the Marine Corps and served with Distinction.





A few examples:


Lt. Colonel Aquilla Dyess, who received the Medal of Honor for his actions during the Battle of Kwajalein during WW II





Mitchell Paige, received the Medal of Honor for actions during the Battle of Guadalcanal





The Honorable Sid McMath, a decorated Marine who received the Legion of Merit and Silver Star during WW II. This Eagle Scout became the Governor of Arkansas.


 


Like Marines when they earn the rank of Eagle Scout. It was not willed to them, it is not a gift, it is not a government subsidy and few can claim the title. No one may take it away, for, like the title of Marine, it is ours forever.





As President Ronald Reagan was quoted in 1983, “Some people spend an entire lifetime wondering if they made a difference, Marines don’t have that problem.”





The same thing may also be said about Eagle Scouts.





It is with this common bond of God and Country, that we recognize their achievement of the highest level in scouting.





Semper Fi





Charles G. Ynman Jr.





Now Hear This





Tuesday, 10 March 2009 


is the date for the next regular meeting of the Marine Corps League,  McLemore Detachment #324.   





Place:  Old Hickory Inn (Bar-B-Q) in Missouri City


located in the Black Eyed Pea Center at 3334 Murphy Road (FM 1092)





Social/Dinner: 1800 Hours





Meeting:  1900 Hours





USS Houston 


	USS Houston (CA-30) (originally designated CL-30), nicknamed the "Galloping Ghost of the Java Coast", was a Northampton-class heavy cruiser. She was the second ship to bear the name "Houston."


Presidential Flagship


Prior to World War II, Houston made several special cruises. President Roosevelt came onboard on 1 July 1934 at Annapolis, MD, for a cruise of almost 12,000 miles through the Caribbean and to Portland, OR, by way of Hawaii. Houston also carried Assistant Secretary of the Navy Henry L. Roosevelt on a tour of the Hawaiian Islands, returning to San Diego in 1935.


Battle of the Java Sea


The Houston sailed to Darwin, Australia, and operated from there during the war.  Receiving word that the major Japanese invasion force was approaching Java protected by a formidable surface unit, Admiral Karel Doorman resolutely determined to meet and seek to destroy the main convoy. Sailing on 26 February 1943, with Houston, Perth, De Ruyter, Exter, Java, and 10 destroyer, he met the Japanese support force under Admiral Takeo Takagi consisting of 4 cruisers and 13 destroyers.


In the Battle of the Java Sea which followed, Doorman's forces fought valiantly, but were doomed by lack of air cover and communication difficulties. The ships met for the first time in the late afternoon, and as Japanese destroyers laid smoke, the cruisers of both fleets opened fire. After one ineffective torpedo attack, the Japanese light cruisers and destroyers launched a second at 1700, this attack sinking Kortenaer. Exeter and Electra were hit by gunfire, Electra sustaining several hits and sinking shortly after, and at 1730 Admiral Doorman turned south toward the Java coast, not wishing to be diverted from his main purpose: the destruction of the convoy itself.


With dogged fighting spirit, he dodged another torpedo attack and followed the coastline, during which time Jupiter was sunk, either by mine or internal explosion. Encounter was detached to pick up survivors from Kortenaer, and the American destroyers, their torpedoes expended, were ordered back to Surabaya. With no destroyer protection, Doorman's four remaining ships turned north again in a last gallant attempt to stop the invasion of Java.


At 2300 the same night, the cruisers again encountered the Japanese surface group. On parallel courses the opposing units opened fire, and the Japanese launched a devastating torpedo attack 30 minutes later. De Ruyter and Java, caught in a spread of 12 torpedoes, exploded and sank, carrying their captains and Admiral Doorman down with them.


Battle of Sunda Straight


Before losing contact with Perth and Houston, Doorman had ordered them to retire. This was accomplished, but the next day the two ships steamed into Banten Bay, hoping to damage the Japanese invasion forces there. The cruisers were almost torpedoed as they approached the bay, but evaded the nine torpedoes launched by Fubuki.


The cruisers then sank one transport and forced three others to beach. A destroyer squadron blocked Sunda Straight, their means of retreat, and Mogami and Mikuma stood dangerously near. The resulting battle was foreordained, but Houston and Perth could not withdraw. Perth came under fire at 2336 and in an hour had been sunk from gunfire and torpedo hits. Houston then fought alone until soon after midnight, when she took a torpedo and began to lose headway.


During this time, Houston's gunners scored hits on three different destroyers and sank a minesweeper, but suffered three more torpedo explosions in quick succession. Captain Albert Rooks was killed by a bursting shell at 0030 and as the ship came to a stop, Japanese destroyers moved in, machine gunning the decks. A few minutes later, Houston rolled over and sank, her ensign still flying. Of the original crew of 1,061, only 368 survived-including 24 of the 74 USMC detachment.


Houston's fate was not fully known by the world for almost nine months, and the full story of her last fight was not told until after the war was over and her survivors were liberated from prison camps. Captain Rooks received posthumously the Medal of Honor for his extraordinary heroism. Houston Chaplain George S. Rentz was posthumously awarded the Navy Cross, the only Navy Chaplain to be so honored during World War II.


The crew of Houston is honored alongside that of Perth at the Shrine of Remembrance in Melbourne, Australia.





























Contact Info





	Detachment Website:			� HYPERLINK "http://www.geocities.com/mcl324" ��www.geocities.com/mcl324�


	Dept of Texas:				� HYPERLINK "http://www.mcltexas.org" ��www.mcltexas.org�


	MCL National:				� HYPERLINK "http://www.mcleague.com" ��www.mcleague.com�	


	Marine Corps Coordinating Council:	� HYPERLINK "http://www.houtxmcc.org" ��www.houtxmcc.org�
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