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Minutes of Meeting
8 September 2009
Date:

8 September 2009
Place:

Old Hickory Inn (Bar-B-Q), Missouri City, TX

Time:

1900 Hours

The regular meeting of the Marine Corps League, McLemore Detachment #324, was called to order by Commandant Charles Ynman.  16 members, 1 associate member, and 4 guests were present. New members were listed (Jason Holmes, Alfred Fraser, Joe Silverstein, and Jimmy Gonzales) and new members present were sworn in.  
Officer Reports:
Sr. Vice – John Roskosky – M-1 Garand shoot in November –details upcoming.
Jr. Vice – Bob Hiles – working on membership roster.
Adjutant – Mike Mahady – Jose made motion to approve minutes made, Bob Hiles seconded, all in favor, minutes approved.  
Paymaster – Ken Knobelock – reported balances and ticket sales for Birthday Ball.
Judge Advocate – Al Kotrla – Semper Fi magazine has details from National.
Chaplain – Frank Cisneroz – absent. Sister is having surgery – please pray for them.
Color Guard – Scott Moseley – discussion of 5th Mar Div color guard.
Webmaster – Dave Tucker – send before and after photos if you have not done so.
Jimmy Gonzales – discussed USS Texas preservation project for Marine quarters – scheduled for Sept. 16th and 17th.
Old Business:

· 5th Marine Division Reunion – 21 – 26 Sept @ Hobby Hilton – brief discussion of Ivan’s request at July meeting
· Dept of Texas Fall Staff Meeting – 22 to 25 October at Hilton Garden Inn, 1749 Scott Boulevard, Temple, TX. 0900 color presentation (color guard be there at 0800). Evening banquet – 1730 to 1800 cocktails, presentation of colors at 1830.  Banquet begins at 1900.

· 8th Marine District Trophy Retirement – need to put together dates.
· Marathon Oil Veteran’s Day Presentation – 11 November @ 0900 – looking for a speaker for this – email Scott if you have any ideas.  
· Veteran’s Day Parade – 11 November Downtown Houston.

· Marine Corps Coordinating Council Birthday Ball – 7 November @ Sam Houston Race Park.  McLemore has reserved 40 spaces – please pay Ken if you wish to sit with the League – cost is $50/ticket with buffet, $25/ticket without.
· Christmas Party w/ 3rd Mar Div -  Ninfa’s on 45 – set for 3rd Saturday in December – need a guest speaker – bring a toy for Toys for Tots.

· Marine Rose Program – discussion of how many we have left and who has them (Roberto DeLeon?).
· Fallen Marine Program – still trying to get this back and running.

· Bake Potato Night – 12 October @ Katy Elks Lodge – 1060 Katy Fort Bend - $7 includes all fixings, drink and desert – advanced orders are needed – go to www.usmcmarine1.org.

New Business:

· Texans Game – Military night is 25 October and 13 December – 50% off tickets – we will go as a Detachment – let Charles know if you wish to attend.  

· VA Hospital Marine Corps Birthday Cake – set for 10 November @ 1900 – the room is reserved from 1800 to 2100.  As 10 November is second Tuesday of the month (our regular meeting night), Bob Hiles made a motion to have a brief regular meeting at the VA and skip our regular meeting  - Al seconded, all in favor

· National Museum of the Marine Corps – Jose went to DC on 29 August and visited the museum – despite a bomb threat delaying his entry, Jose indicated it was a moving experience, and that all Marines should make the trip and visit the museum.

Moment of silence, closing prayer; Sgt at Arms retired the colors.
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General Graves Blanchard Erskine (1897-1973) was a Marine officer who led the 3rd Marine Division 3rd Marine Division during the Battle of Iwo Jima.  Graves Erskine was born in Columbia, LA, on 28 June, 1897, where he graduated from high school at age 15 as class valedictorian.  He entered LSU in the fall of 1912, and joined the Louisiana National Guard.  In 1916, he saw duty on the Mexican border. He joined the Marine Corps Reserve on 21 May 1917 and graduated in June 1917.  Upon graduation he reported for active duty in the Marine Corps as a second lieutenant on 5 July 1917.


In January 1918, he sailed for France, and as a platoon leader in the 6th Marine Regiment, participated in the Aisne-Marne Defensive (Battle of Chateau-Thierry), where he was wounded in action; also fighting at Belleau Wood, Bouresches, and Soissons.  In the St. Mihiel offensive, he was so seriously wounded that he was evacuated to the United States in October 1918 for hospitalization, spending a year in the hospital and undergoing nine surgeries.


For bravery in action, he was awarded the Silver Star, was cited by the Commander-in-Chief, AEF, and in General Orders of the War Department, and entitled to wear the French Fourragere as a member of the 6th Marines.


In March 1928, he was assigned two years' duty in Nicaragua, serving briefly with the 2nd Marine Brigade, and later with the Nicaragua National Guard Detachment. During this period, he organized the Presidential Guard, served as aide and personal bodyguard to President Jose M. Moncada, and commanded a battalion of the Guardia Nacionale in jungle operations against organized bandits in northern Nicaragua.  From January 1935 until May 1937, he was stationed in China, serving as a member of the Marine Detachment at the American Embassy in Peiping.


When WW II broke out, he was serving as Chief of Staff, Amphibious Force, Atlantic Fleet.  In September 1942, he joined the Amphibious Corps, Pacific Fleet, in San Diego, California, as Chief of Staff, and performed duty in Alaska in July and August 1943 during the planning and training phase of the assault on Attu and Kiska in the Aleutians. Immediately after this, he assumed duty as Chief of Staff of the 5th Amphibious Corps and embarked for the Pacific area.  For exceptionally meritorious service during the assault and capture of Kwajalein, Saipan, and Tinian, he received two awards of the Legion of Merit, both with combat "V". He also performed additional duties during the Marianas campaign as Chief of Staff of East Marine Force, Pacific.  He led the 3rd Division in the battle of Iwo Jima where members of the division were awarded the Presidential Unit Citation.


In June 1947, upon his request to return to duty with the Marine Corps, the general assumed command of the Marine Barracks, Marine Training and Replacement Command, Camp Pendleton, California. The following month, with the return of the 1st Marine Division from China to Camp Pendleton, he became Commanding General of the 1st Mar Div, as well as Commanding General of Camp Pendleton. In May 1949, he was assigned additional duty as Deputy Commander of Fleet Marine Force, Pacific.  During this period, the Marine air units at El Toro were molded together with the 1st Mar Div troops at Camp Pendleton, and it was this combination that embarked for Korea when hostilities erupted in that area.


In June 1950, the Secretary of Defense appointed General Erskine as Chief of Military Group, Joint State-Defense Mutual Defense Assistance Program Survey Mission to Southeast Asia. In carrying out his assigned duties with the Mission, he visited the Philippines, French Indochina, Malaya, Thailand and Indonesia. Upon completing this assignment, General Erskine received orders in December 1950 directing him to assume duties as Commanding General of the Department of the Pacific, San Francisco, California. He also performed additional duties as Member of the Advisory Group, Western Sea Frontier; and Commanding General, Marine Corps Emergency Forces, Western Sea Frontier.  In July 1951, as a lieutenant general, he became Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Atlantic.  Upon his retirement from active duty in the Marine Corps, General Erskine was advanced to four-star rank, 1 July, 1953, by reason of having been specially commended for heroism in combat.


He was authorized to retire from active service by a Special Act of the Congress, in June 1953, for the purpose of accepting a position as Assistant to the Secretary of Defense as Director of Special Operations of the DoD, and served in this post for over eight years, until 31 October, 1961.











From the Commandant





Our Color Guard had the honor and privilege of presenting the Colors at the National Convention of the 5th Marine Division. We were so proud to be in the presence of these heroes.  What started as a quick, violent attack on February 19, 1945, turned into 36 days of some of the fiercest and bloodiest fighting the Marines would ever encounter. The amphibious assault on Iwo Jima was considered to be the "ultimate storm landing," with a striking force of 74,000 Marines. The US sent more Marines to Iwo than to any other battle, 110,000 Marines in 880 Ships. The U.S. Marine 4th and 5th Divisions led the invasion, with the 3rd Division in reserve. The first day saw more then 2,400 American casualties but, during the battle U.S. Marines killed estimated 20,000 Japanese and captured over 1,000 prisoners.


The Marines successfully invaded and conquered the 8 square mile island on March 25, 1945. After 5 weeks of continuous fighting, the U. S. had suffered over 26,000 Casualties, including 6,800 Dead.  The Battle for Iwo Jima earned 27 Congressional Medals of Honor for Marines and�Sailors, of which more Posthumous Awards were bestowed than for any other single operation during WWII.


The 5th Marine Division Chaplain, wearing his PFC uniform from 1945, told the group something that stuck in my mind.  He told them that the Marine Corps had been built on their shoulders, as every Marine since the raising of the Flag on Iwo Jima, has been taught this critical Marine Corps history. Ivan Hammond, the current president told me that each Convention there are a fewer members attending, as health and death are eroding their ability to attend. Thank God for these Marines and the United States Marine Corps.


Admiral Chester Nimitz, US Navy, on the Marine Corps' battle for Iwo Jima:�“Uncommon valor was a common virtue"�


Semper Fi,





Charles G. Ynman Jr.


Commandant	





Now Hear This





Tuesday, 13 October 2009 


is the date for the next regular meeting of the Marine Corps League,  McLemore Detachment #324.   





Place:  Old Hickory Inn (Bar-B-Q) in Missouri City


located in the Black Eyed Pea Center at 3334 Murphy Road (FM 1092)





Social/Dinner: 1800 Hours





Meeting:  1900 Hours





Schwerer Gustav – 80 cm Railway Guns 





Schwerer Gustav and Dora were the names of the German 80 cm K (E) railway guns. They were developed in the 1930s by Krupp in order to destroy heavily fortified positions. They weighed nearly 1,350 tonnes, and could fire shells weighing seven tonnes to a range of 37 kilometers (23 miles). Designed in preparation for WW II, and intended for use against the deep forts of the Maginot Line, they were not ready for action when the Wehrmacht outflanked the line during the Battle of France. Gustav was used in the Soviet Union at the siege of Sevastopol during Operation Barbarossa.  They were moved to Leningrad, and may have been intended for Warsaw. Gustav was captured by US troops and cut up, whilst Dora was destroyed near the end of the war to avoid capture by the Red Army.


In 1934 the German High Command commissioned Krupp to design a gun to destroy the forts of the Maginot Line, which were then nearing completion. The gun's shells had to punch through seven meters of reinforce concrete or armour plate steel, one metre thick, from beyond the range of French artillery. Krupp engineer Dr. Erich Müller calculated that the task would require a weapon with a calibre of around 80 cm, firing a projectile weighing 7 tonnes from a barrel 30 meters long. As such, the weapon would have a weight of over 1000 tonnes. The size and weight meant that to be at all movable it would need to be supported on twin sets of railway tracks. In common with smaller railway guns, the only barrel movement on the mount would be elevation, traverse being managed by moving the weapon along a curved section of railway line. Krupp prepared plans for calibres of 70 cm, 80 cm, 85 cm, and 1 m.


In combat, the gun was mounted on a specially designed chassis, supported by four bogies on parallel sets of railway tracks. Each of the bogies had 20 axles, giving a total of 80 axles (160 wheels). Krupp.  In keeping with the tradition of the Krupp Company, no charge was made for the first gun. However, they did charge seven million Reichsmark for the second gun Dora, named after the senior engineer's wife.


In February 1942 Heavy Artillery Unit (E) 672 reorganized and went on the march, and Schwerer Gustav began its long ride to the Crimea. The train carrying the gun was of 25 cars, a total length of 1.5 kilometers.   A special railway spur line was built to the Simferopol-Sevastopol railway 16 kilometers north of the target, at the end of which four semi-circular tracks were built specially for the Gustav to traverse. Outer tracks were required for the cranes which would have assembled Gustav.


The siege of Sevastopol was to be the gun's first combat test. Installation began in early May, and by June 5 the gun was ready to fire. By the end of the siege on July 4, the city of Sevastopol lay in ruins, and 30,000 tons of artillery ammunition had been fired. Gustav had fired 48 rounds and worn out its original barrel, which had already fired around 250 rounds during testing and development. The gun was fitted with the spare barrel and the original was sent back to Krupp's factory in Essen for relining.


The gun was then dismantled and moved to the northern part of the eastern front, where an attack was planned on Leningrad.  The gun was placed some 30 km from the city near the railway station of Taizy. The gun was fully operational when the attack was cancelled. The gun then spent the winter of 1942/43 near Leningrad.  It was then moved back to Germany for refurbishment.   The gun then appears to have been destroyed to prevent its capture sometime before April 22, 1945, when its ruins were discovered in a forest 15 kilometers north of Auerbach by the Soviets.


Dora was the second gun to be produced. It was deployed briefly against Stalingrad, where the gun arrived at its emplacement 15 kilometers to the west of the city sometime in mid-August 1942. It was ready to fire on September 13. It was quickly withdrawn, however, when Soviet encirclement threatened. When the Germans began their long retreat they took Dora with them. Dora was broken up before the end of the war, being discovered in the west by American troops some time after the discovery of Schwerer Gustav.











Contact Info





	Detachment Website:			� HYPERLINK "http://www.geocities.com/mcl324" ��www.geocities.com/mcl324�


	Dept of Texas:				� HYPERLINK "http://www.mcltexas.org" ��www.mcltexas.org�


	MCL National:				� HYPERLINK "http://www.mcleague.com" ��www.mcleague.com�	


	Marine Corps Coordinating Council:	� HYPERLINK "http://www.houtxmcc.org" ��www.houtxmcc.org�
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