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Minutes of Meeting
11 May 2010
Date:

11 May 2010
Place:

Old Hickory Inn (Bar-B-Q), Missouri City, TX

Time:

1900 Hours

Commandant – Meeting called to order @ 1900.  12 members and 7 guests present.

Sgt at Arms – secured quarters, posted colors, lead Pledge of Allegiance, Marine Corps Hymn.

Chaplain – led opening prayer.

Guest Speaker - Jose Henriquez, US Department of Veterans Affairs, National Cemetery Administration, Houston National Cemetery.  Jose gave a presentation regarding requirements of VA programs related to burial in a National Cemetery – very informative and lots of good info – please contact him if you have any questions jose.henriquez@va.gov.  
Officer Reports:
Sr. Vice – Jimmy Gonzales – Marines Helping Marines – setting up program @ VA here in Houston for a visitation program – details to follow.
Jr. Vice – Bob Hiles - absent.
Adjutant – Mike Mahady – Dave – motion to accept minutes, Jimmy seconded, all in favor, minutes approved.

Paymaster – Ken Knobelock – reported balances.

Judge Advocate – Al Kotrla – absent, as he was installing officers in Galveston – he is recovering well from surgery.  
Chaplain – Bob North – card sent to Cisneroz family.

Color Guard – Jimmy Gonzales

· Cancer relay – went very well
· 2 new members have joined color guard.
Webmaster – Bob Hiles – absent – Bob indicated we have had over 3,000 hits on the website.  
Old Business:
· 8th Marine District Trophy Retirement – Scott and Jimmy went down on 4 May – went very well – great presentation and ceremony.  

· Wall Dedication – Greenway Plaza – went very well – Scott Moseley was the guest speaker (very impressive speech based on eye witness reports), have asked for our participation in other future events. 

· VA Hospital Cookout – 13 May @ the VA – Center for Homeless Vets – Bob North is organizing – 7329 Fannin – Scott, Dave and Jimmy will all attend. 
· State Convention – 3 – 6 June – Scott, Charles, Jimmy and Al all plan on attending.

· Poole Day – 24 April – went very well – approximately 1,500 people attended, lots of work but a great event.

· Relay for Life – 30 April in Deer Park – color guard will present.  

· Memorial Day VA National Cemetery – 31 May – assemble @ 0730 – we have the wreath. Uniform of the day is red blazers. Ceremony is at 0930.
· Memorial Day – Memorial Oaks Cemetery  31 May @ 1300 – rifle team – located at I-10 and Eldridge.

· National MCL Convention – 8 -14 August in Greensboro, NC – Charles and Jimmy plan on attending.

· Marine Rose Program – Corvette Club in Kemah – Jimmy and Bob collected $314.

New Business:

· Local Area Marines IRR Muster – 17 April @ Joint Reserve Center 14055 Scholl Avenue – contact Lt. Col. Johnson pjohnson@24streetventures.com 713.857.2652.
· Armed Forces Military Ball – 15 May at the Reliant Center – Navy is lead service – speaker is Vice Admiral Mark E. Ferguson, III, CNO.  Canada is honored Allied country – Commodore Kelly Williams will represent Canada.

· 14th Annual Honor All Veteran’s Day at the Ballpark – 22 May – Korean War Veterans, Texas Lone Star Chapter, will host.
· Impact a Hero 5K – 5 June, Saturday, Mercer Stadium – Jose is running.

· Sporting Clays – 22 May to support Wounded Warriors – Tom Sharp has info – cost is $175/person.

· MCL Travel – Jimmy made a motion to reimburse members for travel related to MCL conventions – a spirited discussion ensued.  Jimmy amended motion to the following: Detachment will reimburse members for overnight travel related to office business for convention delegates to State and National Conventions – Bob North seconded.  7 members in favor, 5 opposed – motion passed.

· Scott Travel Reimbursement – Scott requested reimbursement for his and Jimmy’s travel expenses down to Brownsville – spirited discussion continued. Mike suggested researching official MCL policy to determine National stance, as well as review the tax implications on our non-profit status and discuss further at next meeting.

Chaplain gave closing prayer; Sgt at Arms retired colors.

Being no further business, Commandant adjourned meeting @ 2015.
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Best Movies about War





Black Hawk Down – great movie, and very close to the book.





Tora!Tora!Tora! – best treatment of the attack on Pearl Harbor.





The Longest Day – classic treatment of D-Day – all star cast (Saving Private Ryan is a close second).





Band of Brothers – not a movie, but a superb chronicle of men in combat.





Mr. Roberts – saw this over Memorial Day – biting, humorous, touching – deals with the tedium of war and the struggle of men to break free from that (Ensign Pulver (the sequel) is pretty good).





A Bridge to Far – another all star cast – when the British paratrooper is shot carrying a container full of berets, you can feel the para’s despair.





Battle of the Bulge – another all star cast, great treatment of the battle (this is also well covered in Band of Brothers).





Heartbreak Ridge – My senior DI showed this to us the night before graduation – we laughed our rears off.





Sands of Iwo Jima – Classic film about the Marines – we always need a Sgt. Stryker.





  Platoon – gritty treatment of Vietnam – captures the chaos and uncertainty of that conflict.





  Bridge on the River Kwai – great movie – give me the Col. Bogey March any day.

















Contact Info





Detachment Website:   			� HYPERLINK "http://www.marinesuccess.com" ��www.marinesuccess.com�


Dept of Texas:					� HYPERLINK "http://www.mcltexas.org" ��www.mcltexas.org�


MCL National:					� HYPERLINK "http://www.mcleague.com" ��www.mcleague.com�


Other websites:				� HYPERLINK "http://www.marinecorpstimes.com" ��www.marinecorpstimes.com�


Marine Corps Coordinating Council:		� HYPERLINK "http://www.houtxmcc.org" ��www.houtxmcc.org�





Now Hear This





Tuesday, 8 June is the date for the next regular meeting of the Marine Corps League, McLemore Detachment #324.





Place: Old Hickory Inn (BBQ) in Missouri City


Located in the Black Eye Pea Center at 3334 Murphy Road (FM 1092)





Social/Dinner: 1800





Meeting: 1900
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