To all,
Here are our upcoming events.  Note our November meeting will be held on THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 1800, AT THE VA HOSPITAL.  Attached is the ticket form for the ball and information for the parade.
1.   236th Marine Corps Birthday Ball.  This year the Marine Corps Coordinating Council of Houston -- Galveston will sponsor the 236th Birthday Ball for the United States Marine Corps on Saturday, November 5, 2011 at the JW Marriott Hotel by the Galleria, 5150 Westheimer Rd, Houston, TX, 77056, 713 961-1500. The Guest of Honor will be General James T. Conway USMC (Ret) 34th Commandant of the Marine Corps (2006 to 2010). This year's festivities will start with a Social Hour Cash Bar at 1800 hours. At 1900 the Houston Highlanders will lead us into the dining area with their Bagpipes for the Cake Ceremony performed by our Houston area Marine Corps recruiters. This will be followed by a three course dinner including a chicken entrée. We will then have the music of the NITEBEAT for dancing from 2100 until 2400.Tickets are $65 each. Visit our web page <http://HouTxMCCC.org > for further information.
 
2.  Marine Corps Birthday At Veterans Hospital. The 236th Marine Corps Birthday Celebration at The Michael E. DeBakey VA Medical Center will be held Thursday Nov.10, 2011 at 1900 (7:00pm). It will be in the auditorium on the fourth floor of the hospital. The celebration is at the hospital for the patients and other Marines who come to celebrate with them. 1st Battalion 23rd Marines will provide the Cake Presentation and the guests will visit with the patients and assist them where needed. We will have the detachment meeting at 1800 before the ceremony.  Request you wear red blazer (if you have it) or coat and tie and MCL cover (if you have it).
 
3.     Marine Corps Birthday Bash. Our friend in arms, RJ Diamond, is sponsoring  "come as you are" Marine Corps Birthday party at Churchill's Bar & Grill in Sugar Land on Thursday, November 10th. [150 +/- attended last year].   We will add a time to honor Marine Charles Couch, on the agenda at this event.  The formal cake cutting, and standard announcements will start at 7:30. However, Marines will be coming and going all night...from 5:00 to 2:00am! Charles Ynman will make sure there is food available for the Marines that will be coming in late, after the V.A. ceremony. Address and driving options below:
CHURCHILL'S SPORTS BAR & GRILL
16687 W. AIRPORT  BLVD
SUGAR LAND, TEXAS 77498 
Phone=281-325-0095
      
DRIVING OPTIONS:
HIGHWAY 6 & W. AIRPORT BLVD-[Walgreens]=GO 'WEST' ON W. AIRPORT ABOUT 1.2 MILES.
RUNS INTO FM RD #1494=BIG INTERSECTION WITH TRAFFIC LIGHT;  IT'S ON THE LEFT CORNER; NEAR PIZZA HUT; ACROSS FROM A BIG SELF STORAGE CENTER. 
 
OR FROM HWY 99:
EXIT W. AIRPORT BLVD; GO 'EAST' ABOUT 2-3 MILES;
CROSS FM RD #1464-INTERSECTION WITH TRAFFIC LIGHT; YOU'LL SEE IT ON YOUR RIGHT.
  
OR FROM HWY 59:
TAKE HWY 6-'NORTH'; GO TO W. AIRPORT BLVD-Walgreen's here; GO LEFT=West;
Go 1.2 MILES; [UP TO FM RD #1494; IT'S ON THE LEFT].
  
OR FROM INTERSTATE I-10:
EXIT HWY 6; GO SOUTH; AT W. AIRPORT BLVD..GO RIGHT=WEST; GO 1.2 MILES
TO FM RD# 1464; ON YOUR LEFT. 
 
4.  Marathon Oil Veterans Day Ceremony.  The tradition continues.  On November 11, we will once again be involved in the Marathon Oil Veterans Day ceremony.  I am pleased to announce that we will have as our guest speaker for this ceremony, The Honorable Congressman Pete Olson (US Texas District-22).  The ceremony begins promptly at 9:00 AM and should be done no later than 9:45 AM, which gives all those wishing to participate in the City of Houston Veterans Day Parade plenty of time to get downtown.  
 
5.     City of Houston , Veterans Day Parade .  November 11th, in downtown Houston.  I have attached letter from the City of Houston , the Veterans Parade Line up and the Veterans Day Parade Staging Area Map.  We are Positions 45 and 46 - Marine Corps League Department of Texas- and we will be joined by the Marine Moms in position 47. Our plan will be a Marine Corps League Color Guard as lead and a Marine Corps 1954 forward observer jeep, with a .50 Cal mounted.  Anyone that can, will march, and we will also have three positions on the jeep for riders. The Marine Corps Moms will have a trailer float and will also accommodate any of our Marines that cannot walk the length of the parade.  The City would like participants to be ready to start by 10:30AM.  In the past we have had a higher number but 45 and 46 should reduce our waiting time. I would suggest getting there earlier than later as the start closing the streets.  You will notice, on the letter that there will be free parking in the Theater District Garages until 12:30p.m.  Spread the word to all Marine brothers, as all are welcome.  Call me if you have any questions.
 
 
Currently for the color guard for the Marathon Oil ceremony and City of Houston parade, I have Jose Rodriguez, Jae An, Jimmy Gonzalez, and myself.  Please let me know ASAP that you are still able to participate.  Bring your gloves and white web parade belts, as we may not have the extras I ordered in by then (Jae, I will get you gloves and a belt from another member).  I need two members for Marathon Oil to raise the American flag on their flagpole.   I will need two members to carry our detachment banner for the parade.
 
For events 4 and 5, the color guard will wear long white sleeve shirt, black tie, and dress blue trousers.  The two members raising the American flag can be in red blazer or color guard uniform.  Other members are encouraged to wear the color guard uniform OR red blazer.  If you don’t have either, business attire (slacks, collared shirt) and your MCL cover (if you have one) will be fine. 
 
I encourage all members to come out and participate in all these events.  November is a special month for veterans, especially Marines.  
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.
Semper Fi,
Tom Sharp
Commandant
McLemore Detachment #324, Marine Corps League
tsharpusmc@yahoo.com
(281)778-3238 (h)
(757)286-0434 (c)
